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R. r us, in bis Pro- 
face, that his performance wut not intinded | for the 
public view, but the peruſal onely of a private friend; 
till * eee others, ' whoſe judgement he bad 
great reaſon to value, it uut commitred 15 the preſs & the andu> 
mous advice of them' al. Dr. Church alſo, after the example 
of his partner, could not deny hinmſelf the pleaſure of de- 
claring; that be kkewiſe bud the | honor' f \recesving: abe q 
talen the trouble of revifing bis papers; und aduifed him in offer 
them to the public. This method; of puffing: their works 
a priori, ſo flattering to the generality of our writers, is a 
fort of pride, which I cannot aſſume to myſelf; who have 
no man's judgement to truſt to, but my own; no Crical 
Synod to call around me; no Epiſcopal Oracle to conſult. 1 
am acquainted indeed with many of the Clergy, whom 1 
highly eſteem; and whoſe advice might be uſefull to me on 


ſeveral cccafions ; if the ſubjects, which I have choſch to 


Mm did not forbid me to ſeek it: for their ſakes; Ithean, 
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not for my own; leſt the ſufficion of any rn 


ho aal. J, Be geilste. 


heterodox opinions in the Fe like treaſonable 1 in 
the State, impart a guilt even to the hearer, and make him 


Ang d Eee 


But to return to our Doctors; it is certainly a mere im. 
pertinence, to talk of the approbation given to their hooks; 
before they had paſſed through the preſs, ſince. thei oy t 
can onely be aſcertained by the ſueceſs of that paſſage, and 


the reception, which they may afterntard find, not from a ca- 
bal of private friends, but from the general voice, and 


with regard to the point in diſpute. And here again, I 
muſt. own; theſe Doctors have received an honor, which J 
can never hope to obtain, from the public teſtimonial of 
a great and famous Univerſity, to whoſe judgement: I have 


erer /been/xlifpoſed.; to pay the higheſt regard. On this 


indeed, they have great reaſon to plume themſelves; but 
would have had much greater, if that learned Body could 
ſtamp the truth of opinions by the ſame ſeal; with which 
ir ſtamps diploma's, and confers honors on the Authors of 
them. For in the: preſent caſe, it has fallen out very un- 


lackily both to thoſe; who conferred. theſe honors, and to 


(thoſe alſo, Who nqw wear them; that even before the col- 


lation of them, one of the Very: daes on the account of 
01 1 gd which 
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which they were given, was effectually confuted, and, in 
every article relating to the main queſtion, ſnewm to be 
wholly trifling and impertinent; and incapable of adding 
the leaſt advantage to the cauſe which it defends, or of doing 
the leaſt hurt to that which it had undertaken to overthro w. 
And the confutation of either of the two Doctors may be 
applied very juſtly to them both: for in the more bulk 
volume of the Second, we find nothing more than ſome 
little enlargement of the ſame arguments and objections, 


the ſame cavils and evaſions, which we meet with in the Firſt. 


No thoſe, I fay, are: ſubſtantially confuted by Mr. Toll ; 
a Clerzyman of -Hompſbite, bred, I ſuppoſe, in the ſame 
Univerſity; and who would have been a credit to any. 
though not yet honoretl with any Dipbma, nor likely to:veap 
any other reward for his pains, than hat an honeſt mind 
and honeſt fame will be ſure to sive to his diſintereſted 
defence, of hat he takes to be true, in W of no 
{mall importance to the Chriſtian Church. far not 
I ſhould have been glad therefore, for the ale ef the 
Univerſity, Which will ever engage my good wiſhes, that the 
zeal, which it has expreſſed: on this occaſion, for the primi- 
tive Fathers and. their miracles, had been a little more pa- 
tient, and not hurried it on, to crown its champions before 
the victory; and by giving it's ſanction to opinions ſtill in 
diſpute, to make itſelf a party in a controverſy; which: 
may E as "I done, to the — 
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of thoſe, who have ventured opment 0 be 
fore both ſides have been hear 

Theſe Doctors begin with e eee | 
wherein I had laid down. a few general principles, which 
might be of uſe, as I imagined, to prepare the reader to 
form a right judgement on the ſubject of the Pree Inquiry. 
But here, they meet with many paſſages, which greatly 
offend and puzzle them; ſome as carrying a ſuſpicious 
meaning; Others, A dangerous one; and 3 others as wholly 
unintelligible, and having no meaning at all [1]. Yet theſe - 
paſſages, as they own; have: no relation. to the queſtion in 
difpuite 5 and the fole uſe, which they make of them, is, 
to give them an invidious turn, and charge them with per- 
njvious tendencies, nen, — — an 
eonlequence, n the itivnl an piety in en- 
poſing wem, and to warn all good Chriſtians of that poy- 
fon, which I was covertly intending to! infuſe. Yet the 
meaning of theſe very places walk appear, I dare ſay, to 
every candid reader, to be both clear, and inoffenfive; 
elvathed with no affected obſcurity, nor carrying any ather 
RIP een ge vpe 
fend. iind 2: 0 2 01 

For inſtance; L hve a ab eee nene 
the miraculous powers of the Church, depends on the joint 


_ crodibility of the facts, pretended ta have — 
2 . Pref. vii. 17. 


I by 


e FTI IG yn. 5 
Then, after ſome reaſons given, why the credibility of facts 
ought generally to have more weight with us, than the 
credibility of witneſſes, I conclude the paragraph in theſe 
words; © The teſtimony therefore of facts, as it is offered 
1 to our ſenſes, in this wonderfull fabric and conſtitution 
« of God himſelf; as it carries with it the ſureſt inſtruc- 
«. tion in all caſes, and to all nations, which in the erdi- 
% nary courſe of his 1 
*« point for the guidance of human life [J. N N 
There is another paſſage or two of a ſimilar Und, ef 
equal offence! to tee Docbbm, in whichpzüftur cenſuring 
the raſhneſs of forming peremptory arguments, as my ad- 
verſaries are apt to do, upon the ſuppoſod noceſſity ur 
propriety of a divine interpoſition, in this or that parti 
calar cafe, I add; * that the whole, which the wit of man 
0 can poſſibly diſcover,” either of the ways or will of 'the 
Creator, muſt be acquired by à contrary” method; not 
by imagining vainly within ourſelves, hat may be pro- 
per or improper for him ta do but by looking abroad, and 
* contemplating what he has actually done, and attending 
« ſeriouſly to that revelation, which he has made of himſelf 
from the beginning, and placed continually before our eyes, 
© in the wonderful works and beautifull fabric of this 
* viſible world [2}.” Again in conformity with this prin- 
i. Free Ing: Pref p. 10. [zl Nu Ing. Pref. p. 22. Chp.9s. 
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ke gple, I obſerve, ho fallacious the judgement even 
of the vaſeſti men has been, and ever will be, when de- 
Ar ſerting this path of -naturecand :expetience, and giving 
ther ceins to fancy and conjecture, — to illuſ- 
or trate the ſeeret counſils of Providence [r“. FP > ebhron 
Theſe are the paſſages which: chitfhmrdffoid: TRY they 
declare them to-be-crude;'unguarded, alarniing expreſſions, 
big with dangerous inſinuations, inconſiſtenit with my own 
conseſſions, that they prove too much, and ſeem to aſſert 
the impoſſibility of all miracles; ſo as to have made one of 
my Anſwerers believe, and all the reſt of them ſuſpect me; to 
bea Peiſt, nay that it cannot be excuſed from open Deiſm, 
tram: which. ;therefore I ought to purge myſelf-[2]. Since J 
am called upon then fo ſolemnly, to explane myſelf on the 
ſybject! of theſe. paſſages, :I ſhall take this occaſion to: open 
them, a Intle more particularly, and declare - my real view 
in them, tho ; perſuaded. at the ſame time, that no explica» 
tion af them can be wanted by any diſintereſted reader, as 
well as that none, which Iſhall give, will ever —_— 
Deen, who now demand att 
One of them appears to be ſeandalifed,, by the — 
| Revelation, which I have given, to that diſcovery, which 
God made. of himſelf in the viſible works of his creation, 
Yet it is no other, than what the wiſe in all ages have given 
to it: who conſider it as the moſt authentic and indiſpu- 
table revelation, which God has ever given of himſelf from 
ny ee, of the world to, this days 9 It Was this, by 
Ii] Free Ing. Pref. p. 20. [2] Ch. vii. 17, 65. which 


x 
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which tlie firſt notice of him owas reveled to the imhabi- 
tahts of the earth and by which alone it has been kept up 
ever ſince, among all the ſeverul nations of it. From this 
the reaſon of man was inabled, to trace aut his nature and 
artributes, and 5by a gradual: deduction of conſequences to 
learn his own- nature alſo; with all the duties belongirig to 
it,: which relate either to God, or his Fellow creatures. This 
conſtitution of things was ordained by God as ari univerſal 
Law or rule of conduct to man; the ſource of all his knty- 
ledge; the teſt of all truth: by which all ſubſequent revela- 
tions, which are ſuppoſed to have been given by God in any 
other manner, muſt be tried and cannot be received as di- 
vine, any farther than as they are found toſtalhy and coin- 
cide with this original ſtandar lu 
It was this divine law, which I referred to, in the paſ- 
ſages above recited, being deſirous, to excite the readers 
attention to it, as it would inable him to judge the more 
clearly and freely of the argument, which I was handling; 
For by contemplating this law, he would diſcover the ge- 
nuin Way, which God himſelf has marked out to us for 
the acquiſition of true knowledge, not from the authority, 
or the reports of our fellow creatures, but from the in- 
formation of the facts, and material objects, which, in his 
providential diſtribution of worldly things, he hath pre- 
ſented to the perpetual obſervation of our ſenſes. For as 
it was from theſe, that his exiſtence and nature, the moſt 
important articles of all knowledge, were firſt diſcovered 


to 
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to mum, ſo, that grand diſoovery furniſhed new light-dd» 


wards tracing out the reſt, and made all the inferior fab 
jets of human Eren, ue pe NR e e coat 
| us by the: fame method. 2 20221 at. 
_—_ dn vi Mares in . 
applicable to tha fame end, of giving the reader a mort 
inlarged notion of the queſtion in diſpute, who, by turn 
ing his thoughts to reflect on the works of the Crœator, 
as they are manifeſted: to us in this fabric of the workd, 
edould not fail to obſerve that they were all of them great, 
noble, and ſuitable to the majeſty of his nature; carrying 

_ with-them the prbofa of their origin, and ſhewing them. 
- ſelves to be the productions of an allwiſe and allmighty 
Being: and by accuſtoming his mind to theſe ſublime te 
actions, hie will be prepared to determine, whether thoſe 
miraculous! interpoſitions, ſo confidently affirmed to us by 
the Primitive: Fathers; can reaſonably bo thought to make 
a part in the grand ſcheme of the divine adminiſtration 3 
er whether it be agreeable, that God, vhο created all 
things by his will, and can give what turn to them he 
pleaſes by the ſame will; ſhould, for the particular purpo- 


ſes of his Government and the ſervice of the Church) des 


ſcend to the low expedient of viſions, arid revelations ; 


ders; and ſometimes to women, to ſettle: the faſhion und 
length of their veils, and ſometimes alſo to the Paſtors of 
che Church, to injoin them to ordain one man a lecturer, 


1 
j 
| 


te Far . 9 


mother a Prieſt 2 or that he ſhould ſcatter a profuſion, of 
miracles around the ſtake of a Martyr; yet all of them 
vain and inſigniſicant, and without the leaſt ſenſible effect, 
either of preſerving the life, or caſing; tho ſufferings of tho 
Saint; or even: of mortifying his perſecutors, who. were 
always left to enjoy the full triumph of their cruelty, and 
the poor Martyr to expire by a miſerable death. When 
compared with the genuin and indiſputable: works. of the 
Creator; how minute, hom trifling,, how contemptible 
muſt they appear? and how incredible muſt it be thought, 
that, for the inſtruction of his Church, God ſhould em- 
ploy miniſters ſo precarious, unſatisfactory, and - inade» 
quate; as the extafies of women and boys, and the viſions of in- 
C—— ——— l 

of ſenſe, to whom they were propoſed. - - 

That this univerſal} law was actually reveled — 
then world, long before the Goſpel was known to it, we 
learn from all the principal ſages of antiquity, who made 
it the capital ſubject of their ſtudies and writings. - Cicers 
has given us a ſhort abſtract of it, in @ fragment ſtill, re- 
maining from one of his books on Government, which I 
ſhall here tranſcribe in his own words, as they will illuſtrate 
my ſenſe alſo, in the exceptionable paſſages above mentioned, 
which appears ſo dark and ſo dangerous to my Antagoniſts. 
The true law, fays he, is right reaſon, conformable to 
the nature of things; 2 
cc all ; 
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&« all; which calls us to duty, by commanding, deterrs us 
*« from ſin, by forbidding; which never loſes it's influence 
« with the good; nor ever preſerves it with the wicked. 
« This law cannot poſſibly” be over-ruled by any other; 
t nor abrogated in the whole or in part: nor can we be 
abſolved from it, either by the Senate, or the people: 
nor are we to ſeek any other comment, or interpreter of 
«jt, but itſelf : nor can there be one law at Rome, another 
ec at Athens; one now, another hereafter ; but the ſame 
te eternal, immutable law comprehends all nations, at all 
te times, under one common Maſter and Governor of all, 
God. He is the inventor, propoundor, enactor of this 
law: and who ſoever will not obey it, muſt firſt re- 
à nounce himſelf and throw off the nature of man: by 
e doing which, he will ſuffer the greateſt puniſhment, 
« tho' he ſhould eſcape all the other torments, which are 
460 commonly believed to be prepared for the wicked [ ]. 
Our Doctors, perhaps will look with horror on all this, 
as rank Deiſm ; but let them call it what they pleaſe, I ſhall 
ever avow and defend it, as the fundamental, eſſential and 


vital part of all true religion, and what the Goſpel itſelf 


muſt adopt, as it's beſt foundation and ſupport. The 
fragment was preſerved to us by Lactantius, who lived in 
the third Century, and was the beſt Chriſtian writer of 
his age; who, after the recital of it in his works, makes 
this reflection upon it; what man, tho' already acquainted 
« with the myſteries of God, could ſet. forth the law of 
II. 2 « God 


— 
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« God with ſuch force as this? who yet was far removed 
from the knowledge of the truth. For my part, I look 
<« upon thoſe, who utter fuch truths without knowing 
them, as perſons inſpired by a divine Spirit. But as he 
« clearly ſaw the force and the ground of the holy law, 
«fo, if he had known or could have explaned it's precepts 
<« alſo, he would then have performed the part, not of a 
«, Philoſopher, but of a Prophet | 1].” Here we ſee a Chriſ- 
tian writer, who lived in the third Century, frankly ac- 
knowledging this law, as it is explaned by Cicero, to be the 
law of Ged; and which our knowledge, even of the my. 
teries of God, as propounded to us by the Goſpel, could 
not inable us to illuſtrate. with fuch force, as the improved 
reaſon of this great and virtuous man: which correſponds 
alſo with what Gicero has elſewhere declared of the ſamie 
law, that it was the mind of Gad, governing all things by eters 
nal reaſon ; whoſe ſubſtitute or interpretor on earth was the rea» 
fon and mind of the wife [2] i nl 19 ot 29h 
This is all the explication which I can give, towards 
healing the ſcruples of thoſe, who. are offended with the 
paſſages above mentioned, how far it may ſatisfy our Doe. 
tors; I neither know nor care: for tho it will ever be: m 
deſire to give all ſatisfaction to every candid and liberal iris 
quirer, yet in the preſent; controverſy, theſe Anſwerers 
1 2 chat they came n no view aof inquiring 
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freely and philoſophically, what was true, but to defend 
wich all their kill, what their prepoſſeſſions and ambitious 
views made them reſolve to ſupport at any rate, in defiance 

of all the light and conviction which could poſſibly be of- 
fered on the contrary fide. This will clearty appear to 
all men of ſenſe and candor from the general turn and ſpi- 
.xit of their performances, and from their futile, evaſive 
and illiberal manner of trrating the moſt important ar- 
guments of the Fre Iguirys which I ſhall now therefore 
procede to examine; without troubling the reader with any 
more of their prefatory objections, which are all chiefly 

of che ſame kind; not relating to the main. queſtion, but 
 cavilling. onely on ſome incidental points, of little or no 
moment to it, in order to draw ſomething out of them, 
that by tainting the credit of che Author; with the 
weaker part of eee eee eee 2 
of his argument. 

| 26 ap enter hen Jnto.ihs Wan wee che Get 
argument which | I made uſe of towards confirming my 
general poſition, is the filence of the Apoſtolic Fathers, 
with regard to any ſtanding power of working miracles, 
us: refiding-ſtill1n that age for the converſion of the Hea- 
ther world. This filence is frankly allowed by the firſt of 
feavours to ſhew, that the inference, which I draw from it, 
is vain and groundleſs. Theſe Doctors however, more 
ſtout than their Leader, and refolving to diſpute every 


EE ——— — — 


| 
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inch of ground with me, utterly deny the fact of their ſi- 
lence, and affirm; that tho' they do not indeed inlarge on 
their miraculous powers, nor make any direct appeal to 
them as their ſucceſſors do, yet that many occaſional hints 
— ty r/o, 4 


writings. 
The principal inſtance, ahh eee en ee 
this aſſertion, is from the Epiſtle of St. Qrmens to the Cu- 
rinthiam; which, as it is paraphraſed by Archbiſhop Wake, 
does expreſly aſſert the  fubſiftence of miraculous powers 
to that particular age. And upon the authority of 
this paraphraſe, of which I had not taken any notice, they 
preſently reproach me, with the willfull ſuppreſſion of a 
teſtimony, which directly overthrows my argument, and 
to which I had not attempted to give any anſwer [1]. 
And here indeed, I muſt confeſs, that the paſſage, as ex- 
planed by the Archbiſhop, is full to their purpoſe, and con- 
wary to my on, yet knowing it to be ſuch, that I willful- 
ly omitted it. But I can plead at the ſame time, with 
great truth, that the reaſons, which moved me to omit it, 
were, firſt, the utter infignificancy, which it appeared to 
have, as to any of proof or evidence, relating to this queſ- 
tion, and ſecondly, a regard alſo for the character of that 
venerable Prelate, which made'me unwilling to recall into 
Public - light, a paraphraſe, which I took to be unworthy 
"— and of all others that I had ever obſerved, to be 
ks an, 11D. 27, 28. Ch. 9% ss. 

ue 
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the moſt palpably forced and dreſſed up, without any ground 
or color from the text, to ſerve the point, which he was 
inculcating, concerning the continuance of the miraculous 
powers to the times of theſe Apoſtolic Fathers. 
The Words of the Text, as they ſtand in the Epiſtle, 
clear of the paraphraſe, and tranſlated by the Archbiſhop 
—_— are theſe, «© Let a man be faithfull ; let him be 
e powerfull in the utterance! of knowledge; let him be 
« wiſein making an exact judgement of words; let him be 
t pure in all his actions: but ſtill, by how much the more 
he ſeems to be above others, by reaſon of theſe things, 
« by ſo much the more will it behove him, to be humble- 
minded, and to ſeek what is profitable to all men, not 
ce his own advantage [I].“ 4 

Thus ſtands the paſſage in the Archbiſhop 8 Engliſh Edi- 
tion of the Epiſtles of theſe Apoſtolic Fathers; where no 
man, whoſe mind was not prepoſſeſſed with the ſame hypo- 
theſis, or ſenſes dazzled with the authority [2] of the Arch- 
biſhop,” could find a ſyllable, which bears any ſort of re- 
ference: to miraculous powers, or ſuggeſts the leaſt hint of 
the continuance of them to that age [3]. How is it then, 
that the - Archbiſhop has . contrived to give ſuch a turn to 
it? why; not by any critical art, or grammatical rule, but 
by forcibly. thruſting his own ſenſe into it; in a manner ſo 
groſs and arbitrary, as would fix the ſame ſenſe, or any 
other upon any paſſage whatſoever. We. ſee, that the 
words of the text unparaphraſed, are clear of any miracu- 
[i) Wake's Ep. S. 48. [2] Ch. 104. [3] T. 19. lous 
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bous ſenſe; for in his Preliminary Diſcourſe to theſe very 


Epiſtles, he has ſhewn us, how eaſily this may be perform- 
ed on e 4 — by the wry of a 1 
paraphraſe. 

The — then, whom mann and illuſtrated 17 the 
Archbiſhop's explanatory tranſlation, ſtands thus 
„Let a man have faith; that is, ay tbe Arobbijſtop, 
« ſuch: a faith, by which be ie able to work miracles: let 
« him be powerfull to utter knowledge; that is, myſtical 
knowledge, ſays the Archbiſbop, for to that the expreſ- 
« ſion manifeſtly relates: let him be wiſe in diſcerning of 
eſpeeches; for that was another gift, ſays the Archbiſhop , 
« common to thoſe times: let him be pure in his actions: 
« but ſtill, by how much the more he ſeems to excell 


others, that is, ſays the Archbiſhop, upon the account of 


« theſe extraordinary endowments ; by ſo much the more 
« will it behove him to be humble- minded [1]. 
The recital of this paraphraſe will readily convince every 
man of ſenſe, that I could have no other reaſon for omitt- 
ing it, than what I have already alledged ; nor could I ever 
imagine, that, in a controverſy of this kind, which can 
be determined onely by the authentic facts and teſtimonies 
of antiquity, any one, who profeſſed to be ſearching into 
the real ground of it, would attempt to prove by a para- 


Phraſe, what he could not prove from the text, and inſtead 


of the poſitive teſtimony of an Apoſtolic Father, which his 


[1] Wake's Prel. Dif. p. 113. | 
| cauſe 
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— —ä— with this webitenry | 
ment of a modern Prelate. Such are: the: ſhifts, ta which 
theſe pretended Champions of truth are driven in their 


| | defence of the primitive miracles : on which I ſhall make 
[| no farther remark, but refer my reader to Mr. Toll, who 
1 has very effectually and pattirularty expoſed the imperti- 
| nence of all the little arts and ſophiftry, with. which they 
=. 0009000 ow odbey go 
equivocal paſſages of theſe Apoſtolic F . | 


Dr. Dodwelt procedes, in the next — to Arten the 
Werdener penal beit nie Nh thind formerly alledged 1 
from theſe ſame Fathers, to evince the continuance of the — 
miraculous powers to their days. Theſe proofs, he fays, 1 
are recited by me uitb contempt : yet Jam conſcious, that in re- 7 
citing them, I never had any fuch intention; and cannot EZ 
ſee how my words can fairly be interpreted to imply any. 5 
Nor has it ever been my cuſtom; to hew a contempt of any 2 | 
man, who- had not juſtly deſerved it of me by ſome un- 4 
provoked and contemptible attack-upon myſelf. In the pre- 
ſent caſe: however, I cannot but applaud the piety of a ſon, 
in expreſſing ſo jealous a concern for the reputation, and 
fach a zeal to hes e br a learned and vir- 
tuous Parent. 
The firſt of theſe proofs is taken from Wed er andes 
of Ignatius's Epiſtle to the Church of Smyrna; upon which 
I have already ſaid what I thought ſufficient for my purpoſe 
in the Free Inquiry, and the objections, which Dr. Dodwell 
| | has 
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has ſince made to it, are ſhewn-to- be wholly inſignificant _ 


by Mr. Toll CJ. But as his defence of his Father's inter- 
pretation wholly turns upon the ſenſe of the word, chari/me ; 
which he affirms to be a term peculiarly appropriated to di- 
note extraordinary gifts; and as he makes much uſe of the 
ſame obſervation, towards confirming . ſome. other objec- 


tions, in different parts of his work; ſo I ſhall add a word 


or ty on this occaſion, to ſhew, this fayourite criticiſm to 
be vain and groundleſs, and the imaginary conceit, of ſome 
minute Critic, who happened to want it, as, this Ore 
here does, for the ſupport. of, a particular hypotheſis... 

the. word, chariſina, as well in it's native and proper. 589 
as in the ,uſe, which has ever been made, of it both by the 
ſacred, and the Primitive writers, . ſignifies nothing more 


than a gift, whether it be natural or fupernatural,; ordi- 


nary, or or extraordinary: wherefore in order to obviate the 
application of ſo ſilly an obſervation in our preſent con- 
— I had ſhewn how one of theſe Apoſtolic writers, 

t. Clemens, had applied the word, chari/mata, or gifts of 
= to denote the different talents and abilities, natural 
and acquired, by which the characters of men are uſually 
diſtinguiſhed ; as ., frength,; riches, wiſdom, bumility, conti- 
nence [2]. But Dr. Dodwell declares, that be ſees no ſuch thing ; 
and that the very, gifts or chari/mate, here recited, may ftritt- 


dy be interpreted f ſupernatural ,endowments [3]. What can 


we ſay-to-fuch perverſeneſs as this? or of What uſe. can it 
[1] Ter: Det 5. 23. la! n | [3] D6-p. 20. _ 


18 A VIV bie fol wr 
8e to reufon With To Mcbfrigibte à bigöttry, Which ran re- 
jett the cler reftimoriy of our ſenſes rather chan 'give up 
a roubmeſs" Hypotheſis aal ran etr der non 

But my notion of the word, Ae _ be aches 
ald, as 1 have ſald, by mary teſtimonies from the ſacred 
writers, as denoting fimply a gift God, of what kind ſo- 
ever it may be: of Wich it will be ſufficient to give an in- 
ſtance or two. The gift'of God, 'or "thariſma, ſays St. Paul, 
18 Eterttal Hfe r], and in other places, where he is ſpeaking 
of the gifts of God, we find hitn uſing the words, - chari/- 

ma or abrema, indifferently, as terms ſynonymous, and de- 
noting the fame thing [2]. And we fometimes ſee the ſame 
word applied to the gift of worldly riches, or an ability to 
miniſter to the neceffities of the poor. 

On the 'Whole then, 4s the ſole defence, whilli the Doc- 
tor makls of the prbcf of thoſe numerous miracles, which 
his Father Kad drawn but of this pallage, is grounded on 
a miſtaken fenſt of the word charifma ' 1315 fo the Father's 

proof, and the ſon's defence, muſt of courſe fall to the 

ground. And after all che pains,” which they have been 
Aung, puxzle and confound the obvious ſenſe of the 
tent, it wilf appear at laſt to be notfting more than this; 
wat the Cburch of Smyrna, Being Bleſſed with faith und chari- 
ty, Which Marius extolls in this very Epiſtle, as the moſt 
excellent of all gifts, and what the Apoſtles themſelves pre- 
Fer to the whole Lift of hen, hs deßcden in nothing, which 


© Fr Rom. vl 23. TY tan. s zen p. 98. 
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could be required to the n — 
of the Chriſtian Character. 

© The Dotr lead us on'to another of his Father's proof 
his Father — — one beforehand /{ 1]. : 
But the fact, here referred to, is mot of ſuch à ſort, as I 
ſhall ever be diſpoſod toi call foriz; nor do I find myſelf to 
be preſentetl, in this inſtance; with any thing mare, chan 
what had been offered to me in the laſt an ynnatural and 
extravagant interpretation of an gbſcure paſſage, i whenoe his 
Father had inferred the exiftence: af a chimerical.faft,: of 
vrhich there is not the leaſt example or intimation in all 
hiſtory. But ſince the Doctur ſtrenuouſiy defend tha truth 
of his Father's interpretation; aſſerts the words tp he ĩnea: 
pable of any other ſenſe, and profeſſes a particular contempt 
of mine; it will be neceſſary tu recuir t the puſſage itſelf, 
that by reviewing : and cumparing the two oppoſite expo- 
ſitions, 0 = * at laſt it's m 
meaning. Tt 

ae antes i in a lis bn > the . i ide ls 
journey towards that City, where he was going to be ex- 
poſed to the wild beaſts in the Amphitheater, earneſtiy 
begging of them, that they would nut fbew'. an unſeaſonable 
good dll 10 him, by findering bis martyrdom, but noould ſuffer 
him to be food for the teaſts [ 2J. The queſtion now is; what 
were the means, which the referred to on this occaſion, and 


e. keen s d c. 
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which 
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which the brethren might apply to the. hindrance of his 


martyrdom ? Mr. Dodwell the Fatlier, affirms them to be 


prayets : Which had a power, he ſays, of diſabling the 


beaſts from aſſaulting the Martyr, when expoſed to them 
in the Amphitheaters. But if that had been the meaning 


of Tenarizet's requeſt, it would imply, that the efficacy of 
ſuch prayers had been tried in other caſes of martyrdom, 
prior to that of / Jaynatius; yet no ſuch fact is to be found 


in all hiſtory, nor any mention made of it by tlie Apoſtles 


or Apoſtolic- writers, except by a ſingle intimation in this 
very Epiſtle, where Ignatius days, that he would encourage the 
wild beaſts; "that they might" be ſure to dewur him, and not ſerve 
bim, as chey Bad done. ſome, . ind] not 


| r 7 -+ , 
tacked {2;. BD1G MW S114 £31224 4101181 49K}; 1. (Et % ; 8411 10 


But the whole tenor of the Epiſtle * ai to con. 
fute this Dydwellian hypotheſis. In which the Martyr ac- 
quaints the Romans, that he had written to the other Churches; 
and ſigniſied to them all, that he was willing to die for God, 
unleſs they, the Romans, ſhould hinder him [2]. Now if 
this hindrance was to be effected by their prayers, ſurely 


the prayers of every other Church muſt have been as ef- 


fectual, and as much to be apprehended by Enatius as 
thoſe of the Romans : yet, tho' in this journey from Aſa; 


| he wrote to the Epbefians ; to the Magnefians; to the Tal. 


ans; to the Philadeſphrans; and to the Smyrneans, as well 
as to the Remens; yet it was from the Romans alone, that 


[1} Wake's Ep: of Ig. 5. M .] Ibid. $;iv, 
2 7 8 $ : he 
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he feared any obſtruction to his martyrdom; and whom he 
entreats to forbear it; to the reſt he ſignifies no fear of hin- 
drance from them, nor any requeſt, that they would not 
attempt to give him any: which clearly ſhews, that the 
hindrance, which he ſo much dreaded, was not to ariſe 


from prayers, but ſome other means, which were peculiarly 


— . ona nu. 
Church whatſoe vert. ded! os ona aid 
I have already explaned my ſenſe/ of the pailige niques 
tion, in the Free Inquiry, and ſhewn, that the requeſt of 


the Martyr, related to the interceſſion and intereſt, which 


the Chriſtian brethren of Nome propoſed to make among 
their friends and fellow citizens to preſerve him from his 
cruel fate. And this I have confirmed by the expreſs teſti- 
mony of the original narrative of this martyrdom, written 
by perſons, who were preſent at it, and who for that pur- 
poſe had accompanied the Martyr from Aa. I have added 
the authority alſo of Dr. Cave, a writer in the higheſt eſ- 
teem with theſe admirers of the primitive Fathers, who in 


the Life, which he has written of this Saint, gives the ſame 


interpretation to the caſe now before us. Vet all this is of 
no weight with Dr. Dodwell,, who contemns the notion of any 
intereſt or interceſſion that could be made for the life of the 
Martyr, as extravagant and impoſſible, and What will not 
bear an examination [1], and goes on to obſerve with great 
en that Inatius was ſentenced menen 


Lr] Dod. p. 35 


ſelf, 


1 
* . 
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ſelf, who was now abſent from Rome, and had left no au- 
thority there which could mitigate the punzſhment; that no 
intereſt whatſoever could avail againſt an Imperial decrec, 
nor, all the power of the Court of Roma prevent the Saint 
from being thrown to the wild beaſts; when Trajan had 
commanded it: ſo that the onely poſſible method of ſaving 
him, which remained, was a miraculous interpoſition in 
his favour to be obtained by the efficacy of prayer. This is 
the ſum of his reaſoning, by which he confirms his Fa- 
ther's interpretation: and this the examination, which my 
account of the matter will: not bear: yet it is all trifling 
and declamatory, grounded on looſe conjecture, and an 
imperfect knowledge of the hiſtory of, tlioſe times a1 
ſhall preſenthy ſhew, by opening a little more explititely 
the real nature anti circumſtances of the gaſ mmm 
Theſe perſecutions of the Church, as dhe writars ob- 
ſerve; were frequently brougiit on and forced as it were 
upon the Government, by the rage and clamors af the 
populace.: hoſe hatred to the Chriſtians, was: everrexert- 
ing itſelf by ſeizing and dragging them 10 the trihimals of 
the Magiſtrates, and calling loudly for vengeance and pu- 
niſhment upon them: and when this ſpirit was once raiſad 
it Was not caſily appeaſed till it had drawn on a general 
penſecution.! IThis we may ſuppoſe to have been the caſe 
ſucceſſively perſecutors of the Church. It was the ſame 
1 INES | ſort . 


* 
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fort of indulgence to the humour of the populace, ro/hich 
obliged -all the Emperors on ſome of the greater Feſtivals 
to entertain them with public ſhews/ and ſports in the Cit 
cus and Amphitheater, the chief of which were the com- 
bats of Gladiators and of wild beaſts, and the production 
of notorious criminals to be thrown to thoſe beaſts. This 
at preſent was the unhappy lot of the Chriſtians, whom the 
mob were often demanding to be produced on theſe oc- 
caſions for their: ſport: and for this Ignatius, as the leader 
of the Chriſtians in fa, was now ſent to Rome,” to be 
expoſed to the beaſts in the Ampitheater, for the delight of 
the Roman people, as the Emperor Trajan, who condemned 
him, is ſaid to have expreſſed it [1]. For one of thoſe 
Feſtivals was now approaching, for the celebration of which 
the diverſions above mentioned were always provided 388 
8 from all the provinces of the Empire. | 
When Jynatius approached towards Rome, guarded : all the 
| 2 ſoldiers, the Chriſtians who came out to moet him, 
offered to employ all their intereſts and endeavours to pre- 
vent his execution, by moving the people, when aſſembled 
in the Amphitheater, to join with them in a common cry 
and demand to have his life ſpared. This was agreeable 
to the cuſtom of Rome in theſe very ſnews; where in the 
combats of the Gladiators, tho the conquered party was 
doomed of courſe to die, yet if he had behaved ſo, as to 
. excite the compaſſion. of che people, and raiſe 7 


nod © no ol 
. ee. Sri 


demand. of the aſſembly: and as the chief end of all theſe 


24 A -:VanvicaTron ef 
clamor in favor of his life, it was always granted to the 


ſnews was to keep the multitude in good humor, ſo the 
caſe was the ſame with regard to perſons condemned to be 
thrown to the beaſts : where if the mob had taken a fancy 


to reſerve. the life of any one in the —— * | 


wvould.certginly: have been gratified in it. 
This was the experiment, which the Chriſtian benchood 


Seen to try in favour of Ignatius; nor was the propo- 


fal improbable: their number Was now conſiderable in 
Name, and many of their friends and acquaintance might 


have been prevailed with to aſſiſt in ſo compaſſionate an at- 

tempt: ſo that when an infirm old man came to be produc- 

ed in the Amphitheater, incapable of giving them any di- 
verſion, by any ſort of reſiſtance to the beaſts, the Chriſti- 


ans hoped, that the united voice of their whole party, 
ſtrengthened by the help of particular friends, as well as of 
many others, whom compaſſion would naturally join to 
them on ſuch an occaſion, would be of force enough to pro- 
cure the life of the ſaint, from the preſiding - Magiſtrate : 
who from the nature of his office wag intruſted always of 
courſe with a diſcretionary pane: of ae os pebple 
_— demand of that ſort. > Sir e 
I ſhall now leave our Doctor to the 8 voſleſſion 0 his 
Father's proofs, as he calls them, which he may hang up in 
his parlor with the eſcutcheons of his arms, as a record of 
3 honor to his d by inabling them to boaſt 
I of 


C 


* 


the Fats Inquiky. 25 


of an anceſtor, who by his fingular ſkill and fagacity, had 
recovered to the Chriſtian Church, after a ſucceſſion of ſeven 


centuries an Mluſtrious miracle, wholly unknown and un- 
obſerved by all the primitive Fathers. Nor can I omit on 
this occaſion to take notice of the management of Dr. 
Church, with reſpect to theſe Dodeellian proofs, for ſince they 
came from his partner's Father, he thought it improper 


for him to meddle with them, and contented himfelf with 


the ſatisfaction of ſeeing them defended at large, as he ſays, 
by the learned, judicious, and ingenious jon [1]. In which he 
gives us a little ſpecimen of the arts and craft of theſe An- 
fwerers : for tho' by dropping the defence of thoſe proofs, 
he betrays a conſciouſneſs of their weakneſs, yet he excu- 
ſes that ſtep with ſuch complements to the Defender of 
them, as may perſuade a common reader, that he takes 
them to be really ſtrong and OY defended, which 
yet he dares not venture to affirm. 

There is another article, of two, relating to the miracu- 
lous gifts of this age, which it will be proper to clear up, 
before I take leave of theſe Apoſtolic Fathers. I have ob- 
ſerved in the Pree Inquiry for the prevention of all unneceſ- 
ſary cavils, that if from any paſſages which may be found 
in theſe Fathers, it ſhould appear probable to any ; that 
they were favored on ſome occaſions, with extraordinary il- 
laminations, viſions, or divine impreffions, I ſhall not diſ- 
pute tat Point with them, but remind them onely, that 


[2] Ch. p. 97. a 
E the 
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the gifts of that ſort were merely perſonal, and did not in 
any manner relate to the queſtion before us [1]. But in 
this, my adverſaries inſiſt that I have overthrown my whole 
argument. Are not theſe, ſays Dr. Church, the inſtances 
te of miraculous powers? and if there were any ſuch after the 
« days of the Apoſtles, does not the new ſcheme fall to the 
« ground [2] ?” Ves; I own them to be of a miraculous kind, 
if, as Dr. Dodwell ſays, they be real [3]. Who, by that ex- 
preſſion, ſeems to entertain ſome doubt about them himſelf, 
but whether they be real or not, it is certain, that they 
are nothing to the purpoſe of our prefent controverſy ; as 


not being the effect of any ſtanding power granted to the 
Church, for the converſion of the Heathens. All that I 
have allowed or ſuppoſed in this caſe is, that there may be 
a paſſage or two in. theſe. Apoſtolic. writers, of a dubious 


ſignification, which weak and pious minds, perſuaded of 
the frequency of divine impulſes and illuminations, indulg- 
ed: to private Chriſtians, in all ages of the Church, may 
imagine, to denote ſomething of that extraordinary kind. 
Yet if they ſhould be ſtrictly interpreted to that ſenſe, the 
very matter. of them would render the notion contemptible 
to all men of judgement. In one of theſe paſſages; St. I- 
natius intimates, that he had been inſtructed by the Holy 
Spirit, concerning the divifions of the Church of Philadel- 
phia [4]. And in e St. Faycary, by; means of a 

viſion, 


[1] Free Ing. p. x. [2] Ch. p. 107. [3] Dod. p. 42. 
(4] He is my witneſs, for whoſe fake I am in bonds, that I knew nothing 
& 9 | | from 
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viſion, is ſaid to have foretold his own death, and the man- 
ner of it, three days before it 3 [1]: To which 1 


is wu 10 can 


from any man. But the Spirit ſpake faying on this wiſe; do nothing without your 
Biſhop. Epiſt. to the Philad. G. vii. 

[1] Socrates alſo, as Plato relates, had a viſion, while he lay in the public pri- 
ſon under ſentence of death : in which a beautifull woman appeared to him, and 


calling rig by his name recited this verſe of Homer, 


"Hale þ pen ręila v pin ee! trolle. Wil nx.” v. 363. 


1. this, he declared preſently to his friend Crite, that he was certainly to die 
on the 3d day: which fell out accordingly. His viſion therefore was as propheti- 
cal as Pahrarp's, and eqtally confirmed by the event: yet they both probably 
flowed from the common ſource of all ſuch dreams or viſions ; the ſtrong im- 
preſſion, which the ſenſe of their uneaſy and uncertain condition, perpetually 
occurring to their waking thoughts, would naturally leave upon the fancy even in 
ſleep. Some Critics of great name ſeem to have been puzzled to diſcover, how 
Socrates could collect from this verſe, that he was to die on the 3d day; and 
have imagined it to be intimated to him by the word Pthia, as being derived 
from the verb 9% or pie, which carries in it the ſenſe of periſhing and diſſo- 
lution. But it was the natural and litteral ſenſe of the verſe, as it was ſpoken 
by Achilles, that gave him the hint; in which Achilles, on account of the affront 
which he had received in the Grecian camp, declares himſelf reſolved to quit it 
and return to Phthia, his native home, where a voyage of three days would land 
him in eaſe and peace. This Socrates took to himſelf as an admonition, that 
he likewiſe ſhould be at his home, in the ſame time; for his philoſophy never 
conſidered. this earth as his home, but promiſed. him another world, where the 
ſouls of the juſt after death were to enjoy a perpetual ſtate of peace and felicity. 
Again; it is ſaid of Polycarp, that he Was a prophetic teacher, and that every 
word that went out of his mouth, either had been fullfilled or would be fullfill- 
ed. [See Martyr. $. xvi.] The fame is faid of Cicero, by Corn. Nepos, who per- 
ſonally knew him, and long ſurvived him. Such was Cicero's prudence, ſays he» 


that one would imagine it to be hind of divination: for be feretold not ' onely thoſe 


things, which happened, while be himſelf lived, but gave warning, as a Prophet, of 
the things, which we now ſee in | common practice. [ Vit. Attic. 6.] Now Ciceros 
predictions are aſcribed onely to his prudence, Paiycarp's to inſpiration. But 

, E 2 - where 
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can apphy nothing better than' what Mr. Joi has already 
faid in anſwer to Dr. Dedwell on this very point; where 
after a brief review of the nature, the ſubject, and the evi- 
dence of theſe- predictions, he adds; 0 cut off therefore at 
once all reaſonings and inferences about them, * it be wur 
fload, that we dire the fails [1]: .- 

But on this article of viſions, * ina ure 
verſaries with a groſs inconſiſtency: for after I have de- 
clared the pretended. viſions of theſe Apoſtolic writers to 
have no relation to my argument, yet in the progreſs of 
my work, I have taken much pains in combating the credit 
of much viſions as having a cloſe connection with it. How 
are theſe things reconciltable?. ſays Dr. Church, uiſuns and re. 
velations are one of the froe kinds of miracles, which he examines. | 
of fuch wifiaxs, Ne. 1 dp. net at all nelate. to. the preſent queſtion 
then all that part of the Inquiry, where” theſe are confidered, no 
beſs than fixteen pages, ane nothing to bis,purpoſe [2]. Yet theſe 
things are all conſiſtent, and recancileable at once to every 
. one, who does not, either or „ ee 
look the-amme fur of the fact. ni r e 
I is allowed on all ſides, that the Apoſtolic Fathers make 
no. enen vr any ſtanding ny Ribas as in- 


de ee eee . or de co _ 
haps, which was likely to happen to the Church. Cicero foretold the impor- 
_ qatit events and revolutions, which happened after his death to the greateſt Em- 
pire in the wand ſar the defence of whoſe liberty he ſactiſioed his life. 
— eee e | 
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which are aſcribed to them, are callected onely from an in- 
cidental hint or two, of an obſcure and precarious mean 
ing: and as ſuch viſions alſo were onely of a private and 
a perſonal kind, without any uſe or effect towards the con- 
verſion of the Heathen world.; fo. it is evident, that 
could not in any ſort belong to the queſtion in difpuate. 
But in the following ages, when an appeal was exprelly, 
conſtantly, and openly made by all the Fathers, to a per- 
petual power of working miracles, as actually ſubſiſting 
among them; and to which che Heathens themſelves were 
invited ta came, and be eye-witnefles : and when in he 
catalogue of theſe miractes, v;four and prophecy are partieu- 
larly - enumerated, as common in che Church; and 
granted to women, and boys; and all ſorts of Chriſtiums 
whatſover ; then viſions became the proper ſubject of my 
work, and required an examination; of them, as welt as 
any other gifts, which are clamed by the ſame Fathers. 
This is the genum ſtate of dhe caſe, which: ciearly ſhews, 
that the inconfiſtency with which it is charged, flows hůl- 
ly from-the blunders and inattention: of thoſe,:who-chargeit. 
But there is another argument ſtill for the miraculous 


powers of this age, which our Doctors have kept in u 


ſerve, as their forlora hope; in order to rally, and etwrie 
the fight, with it, if their. firſt attack mould prove-ynfuct 
ceſsfull. They were aware, that all he poſitive evidence 
of miracles, which could be drawn from the Apoſtolic Fa- 
1 thers, 7 
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thers, would be found too weak at laſt, to make any im- 
preſſion in favour of their opinion: ſo that after all the 
-pains, which they have been taking to puſh that ſort of 
proof 28 far as it would go, they now change hands; take 
up the contrary: fide of the queſtion, and attempt to eon- 

te me by that very ſilence of theſe Fathers, with which 

had been preſſing them. Cicero in one of his youth- 
full :orations, ſpeaking: of certain witneſſes, whom he had 
been examining, ſays'; tacendo clamant; he . condemns 
the expreſſion afterwards, as too puerile; but the appli- 
cation of it made here by our Doctors is certainly much 
more ſo. No proof of an affirmative kind can reaſon- 
vith regard to facts of hiſtory, is chiefly negative, oftner 
detracting from their credit, than adding any ſtrength to 
them in the preſent caſe; therefore, when ve reflect, that 
ammediately,- before the times of theſe Apoſtolic Fathers, 
miracles are allowed to have ſubſiſted in great abundance; 
yet: chat the ſaid miracles have long ſince been withdrawn, 
at ſome time or other which remains ſtill unknown, and un- 
ſettled, we cannot be at a loſs to determine, whether the 
ſilence of half a century, which immediately ſucceded to 
that: age of miracles, ſhould incline us rather to believe, 
that they were continued ſtill to the Church, thro' that ſi- 

— or that e I at that 
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Dr. Doduell, on the other hand, reaſons thus; If their 
<« ſllence were as total and uniform, as Doctor M. con- 
« tends, it might be urged ſtrongly on our ſide of the 
ce queſtion. For it is ſcarce credible, that they ſnould no 
ce where take any notice of ſo great and ſudden an altera- 
ce tion, as muſt have happened, if the principal leaders 
<« the Chriſtian cauſe, and Governors of the Church hac 
e all at once been deprived, in thoſe times of adverſity; of 
* the. privileges and ſuccours, which. common converts en- 
e joyed. in the generation immediately preceding [I]. 
Now it is granted by all Proteſtant Doctors, and in parti- 
cular by theſe two: that the Governors of the Church were 
in ſome age or other actually deprived of thoſe miracu- 
lous ſuccours, which their predeceſſors had enjoyed, yet 
the time, when this alteration happened, is a ſecret, which, 
as. Dr. Church ſays, it is very difficult and perhaps impoſ- 
ſible to us, to diſcover [2]. And if I ſhould aſk the reaſon, 
he would tell me preſently, becauſe the Fathers, as if 
aſhamed to tell us how they. had forfeited thoſe favours, 
were wholly filent on that article. And thus Dr. Dodwelſ's 
argument is utterly confuted *. fact and W as well 
as their own conceſſions. 

But the moſt remarkable circumſtance in the 2 
queſtion is, that tho all Proteſtants are agreed in allowing 
and believing, that after the third or fourth century at 
leaſt, all true miracles actually ceaſed, yet in all the ſuc- 

[1] Dod. p. 41. [2] Ch. p. 4. 
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eeding ages, there is not a ſingle leader or Governor of 
the Church, who either owns any ſuch ceſſation, or does 
not in the moſt grave and ſolemn manner atteſt the con- 
tinuance of them in great abundance to his own age. 
Wherefore; as the filence of the Apoſtolic Fathers is ſin- 
gular, and not to be found in any other age whatſoever, 
from the days of the Apoſtles, down to the time of the 
| Reformation ; ſo that their eireumſtances and characters, 
we may imagine, were ſingular alſo, and unlike to thoſe of 
every other age: by being deſtitute of thoſe extraordinary 
powers, which their-prodeeeſſors the Apoſtles had enjoyed; 
yet un willing ts ſupply them by forgeries as their ſucceſſors 
wo-ppoid; Wd "the greabilt” part" of them lowed to 
Have done. 

Thus we ſee, how theſe Doctors, after all ticie Gets, 
e ein and wreſt to their purpoſe, two e der obſcure 
pafſages of theſe Rpoſtolie Fathers, have not been able to 
draw out the leaſt proof, of the ſubſiſtence of any miracu- 
* among them; eſpecially of thoſe, which are 
the proper ſubject of this inquiry. For this is a diſtinction, 
which I find myſelf obliged to repeat, ſince all theſe Anfwer- 
ers, who appear to have known nothing of the ſtate of the 
prirmitive miracles, but what they learnt from my book, 
have not yet learnt from it, as in the firſt place they ought 
to have done, à right ſtate of the queſtion. The poſition; 
which I affirm, is ; that, after the days of the Apoſtles, no 
0 power of working miracles was continued to the 
— 28 Church 


2 


' 


we Fans Inquiry. 338 
Church, to, which they might perpetually appeal for the 


conviction. of unbelievers. This is what the title of my - 


work implies.; what my whole reaſoning turns upon; and 
what I have often ſignified in the courſe” of it, to be my 
preciſe meaning. Vet all my antagoniſts treat my argu- 
ment, as if it abſolutely rejected every thing of a miracu- 
lous kind, whether wrought within the Church by the agen- 
cy of men, or on any other occaſion, by the immediate hand 
of God. That God can work miracles whenever he pleaſes, 
no body, I dare ſay, will deny: but whether he has wrought 
any or not, ſince the days of the Apoſtles, is an inquiry, 
which I do not at all enter into: the ſingle point, which 1 


maintain, is, that the Church had no nds dener of 


working any. 5 tg 
This diſtinction was ſeen at once by thoſe writers, who 


have appeared in the defence of my book, and who, have 
zuſtly rebuked theſe Anſwerers for their neglect of it; as 
being neceſſary to a right management of the diſpute, and 

obvious to every reader [1]. Vet in defiance of this admo—- 
nition, they ſtill declare it to be a mere evaſion and ſubter- 
fuge, never, intended by me at firſt, but an after thought; 
contrived to elude the force of ſome enn which were 
found to preſs me [2]. wo 01 

The diſtinction, . tho juſt and ho, was not 
marked out by me, for the ſake of any advantage, which 1 
mi ght derive from it to my cauſe, for I know none, 


[1] T. p. 29. Let. 16. [2] Cha Pref. p. 8, 9. 
F which 
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which it could give, but merely to ſhorten che diſpute, and 

to prevent unneceffary wranglings, on facts and inſtances, 
which do not belong to it. For tho' I have no better opi- 
nion perhaps of the Miracles, ſaid to have been wrought 
without the Church, than of thoſe, which are affirmed to 
have been performed within it; yet as T confine my argu- 
ment intirely to the latter fort ; I would not be drawn 


away, to an examination of facts, forem to my purpoſe, 


and but little regarded at preſent in the Chriſtian world, 


from my more important taſk, of diffolving a chain of pre- 


tended Miracles which at this very day enflaves and ties 
down the whole Chriſtian Church, to certain doctrines and 
practices, which tend to debaſe the fimplicity of the Goſ- 


pel, and to give a ſuperſtitious turn to the piety and 


devotion of it's profeſſors. If my adverſaries therefore had 
paid a due regard to the diſtinẽtion juſt mentioned, it would 
have ſaved them ſome trouble in many inſtances, and eſpe- 
cially in the ftory of Polcary's Martyrdom, and the Mi- 
racks which accompanied it: on the defence of which they 
now exert all their zeal, declaring them to be decifive, and 


to have utterly overthrown my whole Scheme [1]. Where + 


as in truth, whatever be the real character of them, they 
are nothing at all to the purpoſe, as being neither wrought 


by any ſanding power in the Church, nor carrying any ſort 
of evidence, that any ſuch power was then ſubifting in it. 


1} In. p. 9. D. p. 35. 
6 | But 
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But if theſe. Miracles have no relation, as I ſay; to the 

preſent diſpute, it is aſked, for what reaſon then did I in- 
troduce them into it? To which I anſwer, that it was for no 
other, than to expoſe the trifling and frivolous nature of 
them ; and to ſhew, how fondly the Chriſtians of this 
early agg were diſpoſed 10 give! a" miraculous turn to every 
unuſual incident, which might happen to take place on 
any important and affecting oceaſion. My manner of im- 
troducing them deelares my contempt of them; and 1 
thought, thad 2 bare tecital. of them would render em as 
eontemptible to others as they appeaned 40 myſelf [2]... But 
Lhave miſſed my aim with: theſe Anſwerers, who have 
the confidence ſtill to affirm, that I. do not diſpute the 
reality of them, but leave them in poſſeſſion of Miracles, 
as, great; and wonderfull as any; im the Chriſtian Church: 
that I ſtand convicted by my on conceſſions and by ac- 
knowledging, the genuineneſb of the Eꝑiſtle, confirm the ge- 
nuineneſs of. the facts related in it: than which nothing 
can be more ſenſeleſs and abſurd. Fon tho I call that 
piece one of the; maſt authentia in all antiquity, I ſhew at 
the. ſame time, that I am not declaring my own opinion, 
but that which was generally held of it by the Chureh: and 
when I mention the advertiſement annexed to the end of 
it, concerning the miratulous diſcovery! of the ſame piece 
by a revelation from Pehcarp, will any imagine, that [I 
could believe ſo ſilly a fiction, tho 1 made no ref con 
; | [x] Free Ing: p. 124: s N 0 | 
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upon vit ?7Noz I took the very anentien of it; 48 1 Abbe 
ſaid, to be-a clearietecrion oP its forged character. 
© Wherefore: all: which I hob propole to udd on the üb- 
jest of this wonderfull Martyrdom, ſhall be oreſtrained to 
the article of tbe Dove; ſaid'ito fly out of the wound, that 
was made in the body of the aint; whit all my Antage. 
niſts give; up at once as inoregible; and cofifüder it either 
as the blunder of the tranſcriber ii by putting ene word for” 
another; or as an Interpolation: craftily inſerted inte the 


20391 4 


bert aſter the time of Biella, who, In the abftract, Which" 


he has given of this ſame qarrative; takes no notice of this 
flight of the Dove! They are all awareythat if tus ar- 
tide ſhould be thought: guuin r would?! overthrow? the 


credit vf all the othar Miracles cin me ſame narrative; whith 


for that reaſom they uke grœat pains to blear from this fa- 
bls; ui Mey call it, wotückoyernin ddebunde ef Il: their C. 
forts, will, upon. al air and rititul>exattination;” apptat*to 
de ab authentic alcpart of fchd figinal piece, 2s) any other 
miraculous fact related inbititds bas olglodt Son od 165 


The firſt edition of the-iintire Epiſtle was püblied by 


Archbiſhop bur, with the paſſuge of the Dove rin it from 
4 Latin verſion the oldeſt copy, (as he tells us He the: whole 
piece, that was any where extantʒ / ſuppoſed to have been' 


 written-ſvon -after»the time of Eiſbiua undi tobe the fame, 


which is mentioned to have beef publlchyo read in bsthe 
Churches of : France, till. the:dikth century which Copy 
Ar * Wake alſo declares, to, be: fo well atteſted, that 
FIOL; I 8 1 we 
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need nd further aſſurance of the facts which it con- 
tains [1]. EAll the Greek copies are of a later date, tlian 
the Latin verſion, - yet all of them retain this article of the 
Dove: and from a collation of tlieſe tlie learned Citairius 
and Ruinurt publiſhed their ſeveral: editions of this ſame 
Epiſtle; both of them tlio Papiſts, very candid and judi- 
cious inquirers into the genuin monuments of Chriſtian 
antiquity: and in the laſt edition alſo; ſet forthi by that 
eminent and proteſtant Critic M. Le Clerc; who was never 
fuſpected either of ſuperſtition or credulity, the Dave ſtilł 
keeps it's place, M N- reflection or cenſure upon it 
by the Editor (1 ann 2848 ROLE AM AX. M io V1 1003 
Archbimop lot, indeed has ed it in his Eäglithakbanf. 
lation, for Which he makes the following apology:; I con- 
* feſs / I am ſo little a friend to ſuch kinds of Miracles, 
that I thbught it better with Euſbius, to omit that cir- 
% cumſtance than to mention it from Biſhop Uſer's: Ma- 
nuſeript. And indeed beſides the ſtrangeneſs. of ſuch an 
«adventure; I cannot think, had any ſuch thing truely 
happened at his death, that not onely Euſebius ſhould' be 
ignorant of it, but that neither St. Hierom, nor Ruffinus, 
4 nor the Menæa of the Greek Church ſhould: not have 
made the leaſt mention of it. Wherefore there muſt 
« have been either ſome interpolation, or becauſe that does 
«; not appear, it may perhaps be better aecounted for by 
„the miſtake of a ſingle letter [2].”. This miſtake M. 


Ul Wake Prel. Diſc. 5. 0. (a] Ibid: p. 37 
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Le Mime has endeavoured to correct by an ingenious emen 
dation.; which ſome of my Antagoniſts lay hold . of; and 
others reject and prefer the notion of an interpolation as 


the beſt ſalution of the matter [1]. acat' bann 20 


There is one refiectien however added here by the Arch 
biſhop, which might have induced him, ons would, think, 
to have given us this ſtony as intire, as he had found it in 
all the editions; for if it has any weight in it, it refutes at 
once all the vain conjectures of theſe minute Critics, and. 
proves tlia circumſtance» of the: Dove to have been an origi-: 
nal part of the manuſcript. For he obſepyes,; upon the 
authority of M. Le Moyne, that Lucian, in his: raillery on 
ſelf ta the flames, in the fight of all-Greece-at the Olympic 
games; and out of whoſe funeral pile ha males a Vultur 
to aſbemd, is ſuppoſed under the character of that frantic 
PhiloGphev, and his Vultur, to ridieule the Martyrdom: and 
Pigeon: of Puiramp fa]. The reflection is allowed by the 
Archbiſhop: to have ſamething of a faundatiun: and men of 
ſenſe, I dare ſay, will think it to have a good one, when 
they conſider, that the death of Peregrinus happened about 
the ſame time vrith that of Palycarn; and that Lacan was 
contemporary. with them ; aw Apoſtate from Chriſtianity, 
and ever after it's bitter enemy; and taking all occaſions, 


to deride the doctrines, the rites, the credulity and fuper- 


ſtition of it's profeſſors. There is a ſecond: obſervation, 


[1] Clip. a. , [2]/Wakea Tl Dilep MV. 
| int1- 


We FuE INI Rv. 39 
intimated ' alſo by the fame Archbiſhop, "which ſeems to 
give a further confirmation to the genuineneſs of Polycary's 
Dove? for he refers us, in a marginal note, to Prudentius, 
who celebrating, in one of his hymns, the Martyrdom of a 
noble Virgin, called Eulalia, makes 4 Dove to fly out of her 
mouth, at che very moment, in which ſhe expired. ' Now 
a fiction of fo ſtrange a kind would hardly have been 
hazarded, one would think, by ſo pious a writer, if there 
had not been a precedent for it, in the more famous Mar- 
tyrdom of Polycarp. 

There is nothing now left, to diſcredit the ftory ef the 
Dove, but the ſilence of Euſebius with regard to it; whoſe 
account of this Martyrdom is allowed to be the öldeſt of 
any other whatſoever. But it muft be obſerved, that Es- 
| Fbjus does not give us here the intire narrative, but an ab- 
ſtract of it onely, or an abridgement, proper to be inſerte@ 
into his general hiſtory ; in which the writer, according to 
| his own diſcretion and judgement, always omits whatever 
he thinks inſignificant, or unneceſſary, or of ſuſpicions 
credit, or improper to be offered to public view. In the 
abſtra& then; which was not written by him till about 
two hundred years after the fact, he has thrown out ma- 
ny paſſages which he found in all the earlier copies, and 
which are ſtill found in all the modern editions, and atnong 
the reſt, even one of the miraculous kind, in which the 
body of the Saint is ſaid, 20 have ford in the midft of the 
amet, not as fleſh, which- is" burnt, but at bread, which is 

PLA baked. 
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Baked IJ. Now the ſentence here omitted, is found in 
all the editions, in common with the article of the Dove; 
yet is not imputed to any miſtake, or interpolation of a 
later date, but to the deſign and choice of the compiler, 
who might think the compariſon of Poiycarp s body in the 
flames with bread. baked in an oven, too coarſe, and e. 
to deſerve a place in his. Hiſtory, 30 

But whatever reaſon Euſebius * n for the den 
of this paſſage, he had oertainly a much greater for the omiſ⸗ 
ſion of the Dove. The copies of this narrative appear to have 


been very rare, fo, that the ſcandal, which this particular 


ſtory might have given, had not yet reached far, but lain 
dormant as it were and obſcure among a few onely : but if 


 Enſebius. had tranſcribed it into his H ſtory, it, would ſoon 
have been ſpread into all hands, and even of the chief per- 


ſons: of the Empire, which was now become: Chriſtian. 


We cannot doubt therefore, but that he willfully dropt it 
out of his abſtract, as theſe champions are now endeavour- 
ing to ey it out of all the copies: yet not on the account 
of it's being a miſtake or interpolation of any tranſcriber, 


but becauſe every body would ſee it to be a moſt flagrant 
and ſhamefull fiction. In ſhort; as the ſtory is of a kind, 


which was much more likely to be dropped, when found in 
any copy, than after it had been dropped to be recalled into 
it again; ſo it is not credible, that, after ſo great a man as 
e had n the narrative he without- it, any 
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Anſwerers lay the greateſt ſtreſs, as if they were ſubverſive 
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one would have the hardineſs to inſert or interpolate it, if 
it had not been found in all the other copies, which lay 


diſperſed in different hands, and believed to be à genuin 


part of the original piece. As to the ſilenee of the later 
writers about it, it is of no weight at all: they followed 
onely the tranſeript of Eufebiys, and were glad to get rid of 
ſo ridiculous à fiction, when they had ſo yu an Wee 
to plead for the omiſſion of it. 

I ſhall now diſmiſs the müracles of Nee en 
on which, tho' they have no relation to the queſtion in 
diſpute, and are in themſelves utterly. contemptible, my 


of my whole argument. They have my Jeave however, to 
enjoy them and inſult me with them as much as they 
pleaſe; but will find in the end, that the more pains they 
take to hold them up, the more they will hurt their own 
cauſe and ſtrengthen mine. Since men of ſenſe will never 
be brought to believe that any tue Mirades could he ſub- 


ſiſting in that age, Which has no better ſpecimen of them 


to give us, than this: nothing but a perplexed and patched 
up ſtory of a few tridling facts, of a precarious interpreta- 
tion, which may reaſonably be imputed to the fiction of an 
Enthuſiaſtic piery, ever flattering and deluding itſelf with Aa 
vam perſuaſion of the . 1 And mee 

of the Deity; - 
Aud that this will — de the fass ef Het Miracles 
is x GAR to e ſome meaſure by the autho- 
rity 
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' rity of · a very learned and judicious writer, who, without 


any reſpect to the preſent controverſy, treating on the pro- 
per credibility of Miracles in general, and taking occaſion, 
in the courſe of his argument, to conſider the narrative of 
Polycary's Martyrdom; finds it neceſſary to declare, from the 
impertinence and inconſiſtence of the miraculous facts re- 
lated in it, thar there is great reaſon to be jealous of the vera- 
city of the compiler, and juſt ground to ſuſpect the credit of a 
Jory, in which we fees _ un _ 1 en (1: 
3 OF 11 0 As 
[2] See Two Previous queſtions oy confidered: p. 26, 30. 5 
N. B. The Martyrdom of Biſhop Hooper, in the Reign of Queen Mary, is 


compared by the Compiler of it, F. Fox, to that of Polycarp from a ſimilitude of 
feveral circumſtances, which are aſcribed to them both. 1 thought it proper 


| bs con NI LATTE it, and a reflection or two 


to illuſtrate the compariſon, | 48 


e eee eee the flops wand lag thin 
his neck and legs with hoops of iron, he utterly: refuſed them, as Polycary is ſaid 
to have done, and would have none; ſaying ; I am well aſſured, that I ſhall 
not trouble you, and doubt not, but that God will give me firength ſufficient 
to abide'the extremity of the fire. The fire did not preſently kindle, being 


made of green faggots, which were mingled with reeds to quicken them: at 
kength however it burned about him, but the wind having full ſtrength in that 


„ blew the flame frem him, ſo that he was no more but touched by the 


fire. - Within a ſpace after, a few faggots were brought, and a new fire kindled 


with them, which burned at the nether parts, being driven about by the wind, 
fave that it did burn his hair, and ſcorch his ſkin a little. When the ſecond fire 
was ſpent, he wiped both his eyes with his hands, and, beholding the people, 
faid with an indifferent loud voice, for God's love, good people, let me have 
more fire. All this while his nether parts were burning, but the faggots were 
ſp few, that the flame did not ſtrongly burn his upper parts till a third and more 
vigorous fire being kindled ſome time after, put an end to his life. Thus he 


e ln even as a lamb, and patient- 


ly 
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As to the teſtimonies of the ſucceding Fathers, which 
come next to be conſidered, it is agreed on all ſides, that 
they ſtrongly and explicitely affirm. the lcontinuance of ma- 
ny extraordinary gifts and miraculous powers, as conſtant- 


ly exerted in the Church through each ſueceding age. On 
this uad Fen my Anſwerers, Allow; hat B have ie 


43 domslg. Sia uns 3184 71861. 25: 
1 2 the extremity thereof, neither moving forandy.nor backwards, nor to 
either fide, till his nether parts being burnt, and his bowels fallen out he died 
25 quietly as a child in his bed. "See Fox Chronic, wok itt) p. 1566 
ell fry 
No there is ks" finich reafbn tö itngine 1 miraculous interpolation 1 the 
Martyrdom of this Biſhop, as in that of Polycarg. The ſlame blen N 
him by the wind, ſcorched his king Vet, burnt, his hair; which ſhew 
ſome turnings of it, it muſt have made the reſemblance as it were of 
20 it is faid (5 Maven dons abend Phhjcarp, « or it could not have hs 
of burning the hair of his head, while it onely ſcorched his body, which may 
be faid therefore, as truly as Polycary's, 2 have ſtood in the midſi of th, not as 
fleſh, that is burnt, but as bread that is baked. But when the ſecond fire Was 
found ineffectual. to, barn; him; if the executioner had then diſpatched him with 
a ſword, there would have been a better pretence for a Miracle, than an che 
caſe of Pohcarp: for he ſuffered the trial onely of one fire without being burnt, 
but this Martyr: of two. There is another circumſtance obſerved by the Hiſ- 
torian, which made Polycarp's Martyrdom leſs grievous; than this of Hauer, for 
the fire did not burn, they miniſtered a quick diſpatch to Polzcarp, by a 
ſword, moved probably by ſome compaſſion, but the tormentors of Hooger ſuf- 
fered him without compaſſion, to ſtand three quarters of an hour in the fire. 
As to a voice from heaven to encourage the Martyr, whatever uſe it might be 
of in Polycarp's caſe, there was no occaſion for it here: Hooper had an aſſurance 
within his own breaſt, which he accordingly declared, that God would give him 
ſtrength to endure the extremity of the fire: and the eyent ſhewed that ſuch 
ſtrength. was actually given to him, and that his declaration therefore was pro 
phetical: and the patience and fortitude with which he bore his ſufferings, may 
juſtly: be thought as .miraculous, 8 the moſt (celebrated Martyrs of the 


primitive ages. 


"G2 drawn: 
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drawn qut. all the principal weſtinwniee, which relate to our 
quaſtion, and exuberated-all te ervraordihary gifts ænd 
powers which theſe Fathers dreluie to have ſubſiſted among 
them. Nay inſtead of charging me with the ſuppreſſion 
Der fols excvption. Wan hate added e, 
the Father have. any where — via. the gift of ex- 
founding ker Ser ipruret. As this therefore is the onely point 
which theſe Doctors here diſpute. avith/ me, and which, as 
vs ſhall preſently find, is a point of no ſmall importance 
to my main argument, ſo it will be neceſſary to empfoy u 
Utcke pains in exativining ant clearing up the truth of it: 
where. by, opening the ground and reaſon of aſcribing this 
eee ſhalt ſhew the reaſon alſo for which 
my Adyerſaries fo ſtiſtiy reject t. 
\drenens, ſpeaking. of. the —— powers which 1 
freqaent in his time, fays; we heat many in the Church 
Waden with. .prophatic. gifts; ſpeaking with all kinds of 
1ongues; layimg apen the ſeerets- of men ſor the public 
good; and expoutiding. the myſteries of God [x], Now as by 
the myſteries af God, which are ſaid. here to be expounded 
in the" Church, nothing elſe; can reaſpnably be underſtood, 
but the myſteries. propoſed to us in the. ſcriptures, ſo in a 
recital. of this gift in another part of my work, L call-it 
the" gift of expounding the ſeripturts ; as I think myſelf war- 
tanted to do, by the manifeſt ſenſe of the n 


= DES 


* 
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ſeer — any other) Dr. Doaerl on dhe 
other hand dedlates ) that in all dhe paſitiges. that 1 ad 
cited, he does not find any foch!eldinv of un extraordinary 
power of erpounding the. Holy Scripturts: | 1jous indeed 
ſpeaks of expounding the myſteries of God, but fays not 
one word of the Holy Scriptures [II. Pr. Chi affirm 
the'ſame thing, and fays j that in looking over the aitormws} be 
finds nething like any claim to 4 thiravulou1 gift of expountiling" the 
Seriptures [ZE But what u piryfull way: ef quibbling” is 
this? the word, feriptgres, is not expreſiy mentionetl im the , 
teſtimony, therefore, the gift of expounding them ednhse 
be implied in it! But if % myſteries of O do het meu 
the ſame thing, 1 ſhoul be glad to know! what other mean- 
ing they can poſſibly have v for tho” our Hoctors feſect tie 
| they give ws no other in it's place,” but Ieave the words t 
' | ſhift for themſelves, and the reader to take them in what 
| ſenſe he pleaſes, provided, that he does not take them, for 
f rhe unryflenier of the Goſpel, which it is their buſineſs to deny. 
But beſides this paſſage of Benaur, from which alone the 
wing ieelf may fairly be inferred, we learn from the ex- 


pteſs· and ditect teſtimony ef Gregory, calle& the wonder- 
n worker, that the gift of expounding the Holy Seriptures 
, was actually elamed and reckoned” as one of che moſt ef 
p teemed and excellent gifts of thoſe primitive times; and 
4 was 3 in * 5 e W * Maſe 
1 Origen, - 4 2 15 

: [1] Dad. p. 57.1 ll Sas 
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2:His words are 301 Origen has recelved this greateſt gift 
tom God, ithꝭ an abundant ſhare of it from heaven; 
< to be the Interpreter of the words of God to men; to 
S underſtand the things of God, as if God himſelf were 
<- ſpeaking, ant to expound them to men, that men alſo 
might hear them [1].” 11.4 192 yiort er % 10% . 90 
This then. is the gift, ta which we are referred by 1re- 
neus, Whoſe words cannot poſſibly be underſtood of any 
other, unleſs we ſuppoſe thoſe oarly ages td have been en- 
truſted with ſome ſecret. myſteries, peculiar to themſelves. 
and unknown to their Succeſſars, and which God had not 
thought ſit to revele to us in the ſacred Scriptures. 
dust. Paul calls himſelf and his fellow, laborers; Seal; — 
Cuban the Pewards or difpenſors: of the, nyſteriem of God [a]. 
and bin another place, alluding to the. doctrines of the Goſ- 
pelꝭ great, lays he, is; the myſtery of: gallingſi; Gad was mani. 
Jefted in the faſb ;]; juſliled in the ſpirit, ſeen , Angels, preacb- 
ed-untn the Gentiles, believed on in the. world, received up into 
glry.[3]. Again, ſpeaking of the Goſpel and the preaching 
of . Jeſus Chriſt, he calls them, 4be revelation of the myftery; 
which, was. kept ſecret ſince the world began [4]. I could 
mention ſeveral other. places, where the myſteries of Gad, or 
96 biegil, or of the Goſpel, are APP by Chriſt himſelf, 


th Hictt ut 110 ty tte has 2102! 
1] — = © 89 a Gebe 7 g. nas *% * ay wa ſd n S igen de 
fs rd eig yur wed Krb; cue 4 eld, & ' Os N "x 1 Naſttebee 2 
west, & dxvowos rigor. Vid. Greg. Thaum. Orat. Panegyr. in Orig. p. 73. D. 
[2] x Cor. iv. 1. i Low! lit, * , (4). Rom w. 15. 
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to denote the doctrines taught by the Goſpel. And furely 
a divine faculty of expounding the myſteries of God, which 
run through both the Teſtaments, and conſtitute the no- 
bleſt and moſt ſublime parts of each, muſt have been one 
of the moſt uſefull and important of thoſe miraculous gifts, 
which are pretended to have been indulged to thoſe primi- 
tive ages. Since the myſteries of God then, as they are men- 
tioned by Irenzus, muſt be underſtood to refer to the ſame 
_ myſteries, which are affirmed by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
to be reveled to us in the Holy Scriptures, the gift of 
expounding them cannot poflibly ſignify any thing elſe, 
than the gift of expounding the moſt abſtruſe and difficutt 
paſſages of the Scriptures, both of the Old and New Teſtament. 
This point being thus ſettled,” it opens my way to the de- 
fence of another, which J had affirmed in conſequence of 
it; that Juſtin Martyr lays claim to this gift of expounding the 
Scriptures, as indulged to him in an extraordinary manner, by 
the fpecial grace of Gad. In proof of this, I have alledged 
three ſeveral paſſages from Juſtin himſelf, which I took to 
be ſtrong and expreſs to my point, and which had led ſeveral 
learned men before me into the-ſame opinion. But with thefe 
more learned Doctors, my three teſtimonies from Juſtin 
are nothing at all to the purpoſe; nor imply the leaſt claim 
to any extraordinary gift; they inſiſt, that I wholly muſ- 
ſenſe of the words, imagine them to ſignify ſomething di- 
vine and ſupernatural, when they ſignify nothing more than 

1 the 
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the dn, grace e Ga, and the ordinary | affiftence of the 
Boiret; common, as they ſay, to all believers, and what 
every,good Chriſtian was intituled to as well as Fufin [1]. 
And here indeed I muſt confeſs the ignorance, with 
whioh I am charged by them of the proper ſenſe of theſe 
expreſſions; the erinary greece, ond the ordinary affiftance of the 
Hay Ghoſt. They are uſed, I know, frequently among 
Chriſtians, but chiefly by that ſort, who know not what 
they mean, or rather mean nothing at all by them. But 
when Doctors of Divinity | apply them, in the way of 
proof er argument, they ought funely to define the preciſe 
meaning of them, or otherwiſe, we canndt judge of che 
propriety, of what: they pretend to deduce and infer fron 
them. I looked therefore into Dr. Dad uns book, to diſcover, 
as Well as I was able; in what ſenſe I might ſuppoſe him to 
nave applied theſe ꝓhrnſes ; hut inſtead of any ſatisfaction, 
I\ found nothing there hut perplexity and confufion. Ne 
4+: ſerihe (a ſupernatural i gift, but non t mean that or: 
< :«hnary. cooperation of the \Goty Spirit with our beſt en 
4 .deavonrs,- Which is cemmon to all believers ; vet in iche 
et next words he tuaats it as having no' menning at al, 
ut as a hmmm way af peaking; which pibus perſens 
H aceuſtom themlelyts to, ef aſcribing every good ching 
+5 wlychithey patieſs,nt0 che gnaoe hf God t and ſo yu, 
L 3 neee n 
— 97257, 42 418 N. 62. To 422+ ien, 11 
INI | : tures, 
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* tures, as wholly obtained by grace, produces ſuch in- 
« terpretations- of them as appear to have been drawn 
“ from his reaſon: yet in contradiction to all this, he de- 
« clarey at the ſame time, that the aſſiſtance of the Spirit, 
„being a power added to our nature, may 0 in 
% ſome ſenſe be called ſupernatural ¶ I].“ ty 5575 44% y 
Dr. Church is juſt, as confuſed; - as his partner, in ** 
account alſo af this ordinary grace: he reaſons upon it 
through a page or two, | without giving, us any hint of 
what he means by it, and without knowing it, I dare ſay, 
himſelf. The ſole explication which he attempts of it is, 
that in general it is neceſſary to open men's under/tandings, that. 
they may . underſiand the; Scriptures, and-embrace the truths . of. 
the Goel contained therein; hut implies nothing: infallible, or mi- 
racuſaus, or any thing more than what  ayy ame might attain by. 
his own power [2], and enjoy if; he; unnd. Now the: onely, 
idea, which, I can form of the meaning which theſe Doc- 
tors would have us give to their phraſe, of ordinary grace, is,, 
that we ſhould take it for a principle; neither abſolutely 
natural, nor ſupernatural, but of a mixed kind between 
both, and partaking alike of each: for under that charae- 
ter, it would be of excellent uſe in Theological controver- 
ſies, where the diſputants might make ſomething or nothing 
of it, juſt as their argument may require; might advance 
it to ſupernatural, when it wanted any help: of that ſort, 
ar when it demanded the contrary, might depreſs it to che 
mn. 1) [4] ch. p. 13K 


ſtate 
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ſtate bf a mere human faculty! Being thus prepared and 
enlightened by the inſtructzon of theſe Doctors for a right 
interpretation of the paſſages alledged from Fuftin, I now 
procede to a particular review and examination of them. 

On the firſt of theſe paſſages, Dr. Dodell obſerves, that 
1 have not cited the whole, but referred to it onely; for 
which reaſon he thought it neceſſary to tranſlate the whole 
at large, which he has accordinyly performed in the follow- 
ing Words ; I will endeavour, ſays fuftin, in his confe- 
fende with = Je, "to'explain'to you the Scriptures, : with- 
out laboring” to ſhe merely any artificial ornament of 
language; for I have no talent of that ſort, but grace 
2 wide rhe given to me of God, to underſtand the 8 

tures, of Which grare 1 will pray, that all may be 

a ay and Folly" partakers, that" I: may not for this, be 
« Hable to jüdgement, in that diſpenſation of it which 
God the Creator: er alf things will ——— 
« Jefis Chrift Tr]. H iet 02 1202 21 

©'Now in this Palſage Jun dedlares, that in the interpre- 
titions” bf Seriptiire which he was going to lay before the 


Jeu, Be had ed pern faculty of adorning them by any 
artfitf or elegant compoftion ef words, bur that grace abu 
wits Given to kin By Bod #6 under au bis Seriftures. And 


bere I Thall einde more HtAS; that this is the expreſs claim 


of an e gift, and' that the context alſo, from 
which our Doctors Hbor 1 eleurly 


181.4 neee ed [1] 
con- 
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confirms ming. They inſiſt on the ther hand, that Fair 
had not the leaſt thought gf e any extraordinary 
endowment in, this place., or any thing mort, than ſuch a 
knowledge af the Scriptures, as every good Chriſtian might 
acquire by his own ſtrength as well, as. Juſtis : for he was 
ot obliged za pray, ſays. Pr. Dadwelh, that all might be in- 
ired, if he had ſpoken gf his on proficiency in the 
Scriptures in thay ſenſe, hut ha thought. himſelf hound co 
pray, that all might: he, Havoused with; the .knowledge., f 
| thoſe ſacred; wxitingꝝ la] oo Rat the maſt ſurpricing circum- 

| ſtance in this caſe is, how th tion H Juſtix; praying, 
as the tranſlation: here. makeg him to. de. could enter imo 
the Doctor's head: 10g heit was füöble, for any man, 
who has the. leaſt tincturs of Greek, ie Ranſiate the word 
afershd, by I avitl ra. H verb, which implies no fort 
of reference or alluſion; / Hatſoe va t9 prayer, or to ay 
act or office, which. can be, addrefled: to. God, but to man 
onely, in the ſenſe of exhorting, admoniſhing, and entreat- 
ing; Ge. but beſides this blunder z which. is of th groſſaſt 
| kind, he makes a {ecand. alſo, and that no ſſight oné, in 
. the ſame, verb, by giving it the ſenſe of a future time, 


wehen it abſolutely indicates the preſent . Dr. Chureb indeed 


has rightly tranſlatad the verb, by Texbvrt and beſtarb a, to 
become partakers, &c, hut the turn Which he gives t the 
Whole, and the inſerence which. be draws from it, ib the 
- fame-with- his Partner's, weak and falſe, They both rea- 


ki; Dod. p. bo. 
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ſon upon it in the ſame manner; the one, that Fuftin 
could not have prayed; the other, that he could not 
have exhorted the Jews, with” whom he was diſcourſing 
to partake of a gift, which they could not acquire by any 
endeavours ' of their own: for to exhort a man to acquire 
what is not in his power, is a flagrant infult upon him [ 1). 
But Juſtin s exhortation carries no abſurdity of that - ſort 
in it, but confirms tlie ſenſk, which 1 have given of his 
claming here a divifle and extraordinary gift: to which he 
immediately adds, of which grace; thus gen to me, I ex- 
hott you all, without reward or ervy, to becorne partakers, 
"that T may not be found table th puniſfiment in the day 
f judgement. Whete the extiottation: has no ſort of re- 
ferenee to che acqjuiſitien of any gift, either ordinary or 
| extraordinary, nor any other meaning than' to move them 
to take the benefit of that gift, Which was given' peculiarly 
to 9 to thoſe interpretations, ' which he 
was offering to them, and embracing that true ſenſe of 
che ſeriptures, "which he was 'now' qualified to teach them. 
For om what” other account could he be apprehenſive of 
any puniſfiment from God at the laſt day, but for the 
neglect of imparting and communicating to others the 
© benefit of Hat extraordinary gift, which had been indulged 
to himſelf of unfolding and explaning the myſteries of 
"Dolls 28 "IO duty de was now diſcharging his con- 
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ſcience, and throwing the guilt upon thoſe onely, who 
refuſed to pay a proper regard to it. 

There are two other teſtimonies, which 1 have W 
ced Hkevit v6 the ſame purpoſes and from this ſame dia- 
logue, in one of which Juſtin ſays to the Jew ; Do you think, 
that I could ever have been able to  underfland theſe things from 
the Seriptures, i by the will of their author, I bad not received 
the grace to 'underfland tbem 1]? In the other place, ſpeak- 
ing of Chriſt,” as the ſole reveler of the Father to all thoſe, 
nobo know bim, he ſays, he bas: reveled to us therefore all theſe 
things, which; \\by. his grace, r have underſtood rum the Scrip- 
Zures [2]. © But to theſe” teſtimonies our Doctors anſwer, 
that Fuſtin is not fpeaking here of himſelf, but of the 
whole body of the Chriſtians. ' The words. quas and indCouer 
are plural, ſays Dr. Church, and ſeem plainly to relate to 
the Chriſtians in general I 3J. And Dr. Dodell has taken 
care to diſtinguiſh the plural ſenſe in his tranſlations of 
them. Let they might have obſerved, that one of theſe 
ſame teſtimonies, begins with a plural verb, which yet 
cannot admit any other interpretation, than of the ſingular 
number, as being addreſſed onely to the ſingle perſon of 
Trypho. And this indeed is a common cuſtom with all 
writers, to uſe: the plural terms ve and us, when they. ex- 
pe& to be underſtood as ' ſpeaking onely of themſelves. 
Dr. Dodell himiſelf will ſupply us with many inſtances of 
it. Speaking of my opinion, he ſays, it appears to us to 

© [:]Di'p. 390. [2] Dicp. . tn o. 1 
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be a dangerous error. And in ſeveral placks we find 
him ſaying; if we were di ſpoſed to make xepriſals; if we 
interpret ſtrictly; chis might ſtrongly be urged an our Ide, 
chi]. If 1 had a mind therefpre to triſſe here, as theſs 
Doctors do, I might contend that Doctor Doduuri ! could 
not be the author of this: book, but the ſecretary onely of 
ſome. little Synad, who. jouitly compiled it, for the plural 
expreſſions whieh' he ſo frequently uſes; it p. 10 ws, &ce. 
are the true ſynodical ſtile, and cannot be applied to 
_ fingle perſon; were ¶ diſpoſed thetefore, Lay cavil and 
divert the reader from the proper ſubject, I ſhould not be 
mort impertinent than theſe Doctors have actually been: 
1 as it is nothing to my purpoſe, whether Dr. Dodwells 
bock Was writteh hy himſelf or with the aſſiſtance of friends, 
the matter of it being what alone I am concerned with; 
ſo it is not more to the purpoſe af theſe Doctors, whether 
FJuſtin ſpeaks here onely of himiſelf, or of à numiber of Chriſ- 
tians: for if he affirms either of himſelf or of all, that they 
were inſpired by God with the right interpretation of his 
Scriptures, that is the whole, which I contend for: and 
that he actually does affirm it, will appear, I think, un- 
queſtionably to every man unprejudiced, who conſiders the 
joint force of the three teſtimonies, which I have produced 
in the prof of it: and yet Jin is not talking of any 
dommaon or ordinary points of the Scriptures, but of tlie 
moſt abſtruſe and vecondite paſſages of the Olk Teſtament, 
m which, as in a veil, the f pridenges, A Meſſiah 


21 Ii] Dod. p. 4, 30, 41. were 


Hod. It is expreſly atteſted by Irons); 
. among - the WOT df thoſe times; wide 


d OBS ABT RES FREE SURRY PESASSOSTS Kh 


\#e' Fra IN III. 81 
were ſuppoſed to have been wrapped up. The fame teſti- 
monies, as I have already hinted, have ever been under- 
ſtood in the ſame ſenſe, which I have given to them, by all 
men of learning, who have any eſteem for the Antient Fa- 
thers; and eſpecially by thoſe, who were the moſt eminent- 
ly acquainted with the principles and monuments of primi- 
tive Antiquity. Thus the learned Halbix, in his Life of 
Juſtin, affirms ; that in his Dialogue with Trypho he ſe- 
veral times declares, * that the gift of underſtanding the 
* Scriptures, was conferred upon him in a divine or ex- 


* traordinary manner; and that ſo great and beneficial a 


« talent, intruſted to his hands, made him extremely ſol- 
« licitous, leſt it ſhould prove unfruitfull, and be kept up 
« by him as an uſeleſs and hidden treaſure [1].” Mr. Ti 
lemont alſo, who, of all men, has publiſhed the moſt exact 


and voluminous collection, of the writings, the doctrines, 
the characters, and the lives of thoſe priinitive Fathers, 
obſerves, © that of all the extraordinary graces, which the 
„Holy Spirzt beſtowed upon the Church in thoſe times, 


« there were few ſo conſiderable, as that of unde#fanding 

the Scriptures, which was communicated by WN _—_ 

* to Juſtin [el. 

\ * men will appear at laſt to be the genuin Ale of 
the gift of expounding the Scriptures or the myſteries of 


Was ever ree- 


1] p. 23. not alp. 2, 358, 380. 9 
2 3 clamed 
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clamed eſpecially by Fu/tin; and is affirmed to have been 
largely poured out upon Origen, Vet the moſt learned 
and- inquiſitive: of our Proteſtant Divines, and even thoſe, 
who pay the greateſt reverence to the characters of the Fa- 
thers, are forced to confeſs, that they cannot diſcover the 
leaſt inſtance or trace of any ſuch gift in the writings of 
thoſe Fathers; but on the contrary, that their interpreta- 
tions of the 'Scriptures are generally ſo unnatural, and 
extravagant, that inſtead of being the dictates of a divine 
inſpiration, they ſeem to be the effects rather of an unſound 
mind and diſordered reaſon. Wherefore: the falſehood and 
impoſture ſo - manifeſtly diſcovered, and even confeſſed in 
the claim of this particular gift, muſt needs leave a ſtrong 
ſuſpicion, upon the authority of all the reſt. Yet theſe 
ſhall be heard likewiſe for themſelves, nor be implicitely 
condemned, till they have had a fair trial. For which 
purpoſe I ſhall procede to review two or three of the prin- 
cipal' of them, and examine, what pretenſions they can 
juſtly make to that credit and belief which they ſtill gene- 
rally obtain among Chriſtians. 

The next miracle, which I propoſe to examine is, that 
of raifing the dead. Which Ireneus expreſly affirms, to have 
been frequently performed in thoſe days on neceſſary occafions, by 
great faſting and the joint fupplications of the Church of the 
place: and that the perſons be raiſed had lived afterwards among 
them ä Now on this article, as Dr. Dod- 


: [+] e 186. 88. bans £17 
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wel] rightly obſerves, there is great freſi to be laid [1], I 
ſhall lay as much upon it therefore, as, he, pleaſes; 3 hall 

conſent, that the iſſue of the whole may reſt upon it, and | 
that the proofs and evidence of this capital Miracle, may 
determine the fate of all the reſt. 77 

By way of objection to this teſtimony of E 1 had 
obſerved, that if a Miracle of ſo ſurpriſing a nature 
e had been ſo frequent, as he declares it to have been; 

« performed, as it were in every pariſh, or place, where 
<« there was a Chriſtian Church, it muſt have made a 
e great noiſe in the world, and been, celebrated not onely 
4 « by the Primitive Fathers, but by all Hiſtorians or Wrj- 
ters of thoſe times [z].“ But here they cavil a while at 
the frequency, which I aſcribe. to this Miracle: To ſuppoſe 
this Miracle, ſays Dr. Church, to have been common in every 
place, where there was a Society of Chriſtians, or a Church, is 
a miſtake grounded on a falſe conſtruction of Irenzus's words [3]. 
Which, tho' confidently affirmed and repeated by him, is 


utterly falſe. Trenæus atteſts it, as we have ſeen, to have 


been frequently performed on neceſſary occaſions, by the faſting 


and joint ſupplication of the Church of the place: which words, 


as they limit it to no particular place, ſo they neceſſarily 


imply it to have been common alike to all places, where- 

ever there was a proper occaſion, and a Society of Chriſ- 

tians to pray for it; which is the very ſenſe, that I had 

given to them. And from the ſame words, Mr. Dodwell, 

the Father, has inferred, that the inſtances of this Miracle 
| [3 Dig, 5 02 enn 41 Ch. 5. 169. 12 


Were 
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were more numerous in this age, than in that even of the 
Apoltles : They raiſed the dead, ſays he, in the Apofthlic 
Chileckis, CY we bave few examples of it, in the genuin act. 
of the * Alke; bit in Irenavs's days, they rages not 6 fo; 
but very often | 

fy to the 2 part of my objetion, that ſo wonder- 
full a fact, if it had been frequent, muſt have made great 
noiſe in the world, and been celebrated by all writers, they 
treat it with much contempt: '* Who ſhould be expected 
« t6 record theſe inſtances ? fays Dr. Dodwel?, the Heathen 
« Hiſtorians would not, if they had known and believed 
« them, for it would have been an act of ſelf- condemma- 
*. ton in them ; neither would Chriſtian Hiſtorians, if ach 
de there had been; for this would have been drawing down 
* unneceſſarily perſecution upon thoſe particular perfons ; 
.* when a general aſſertion of the facts would ſerve their 
& argument as well Iz]! = By what Hiftorians, fays Dr. 
'« Church, would this gentleman have had theſe Miracles 
4 GUlebrated ? By Jewiſh or Heathen ones? this was not 
2 to be expected. Could they have diſproved fuch accounts, 
* no doubt but they would have been glad to do it, and 
« we may depend upon it, that this had been done; but 
f 7 to celebrate them, was what they were fittfe inclined to, 
TR indeed they gave themfelves any trouble to examine 
2 « them BE Another of my Anſwerers argues alfo in 
the fame rain: "Tis not probable, fays Ne, a Heathen 
dee Fliftorian woutt have related ſuch a fact, had de known 


Ms. a] Ded. p. 1 [a] Ch. p. 186. 
; « jt, 


a*4 ©. 1 
- Ab ** 


— vo, ww 0, UW 


* 


1 I 14 


we 


" 


ſtill doubted, and even flatly denied them all. Om ſheſe 
points therefore, continual diſputes and arguments were 
earried on, in all the politer parts of the Heathen world; 
and eſpecially in Greece and Rome ; ſo that, in ſuch cireum- 
ſtanees, the . raiſed from the dead, offered 
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„ it. Tis equally improbable;' he ſhould: know it: 
40 ſeeing the Chriſtians knew, with whom they had :t6 
do; and that, had ſuch an inſtance beem made publick; 
they would not long have enjoyed him, whd had been 
« given back to their prayers [i]“ The reader: ſureiy 
muſt think it ſtrange, that men who known any thing of 
human nature, or the hiſtory of paſt ages, can reuſun lat 
ſo wild a rate, or imagine, that an Heathen, tho he had 
ſeen the fact performed before his eyes, could \'reſohis\ to 
ſtifle the impreſſion, and perſiſt to deny the reality of it. 
Had the Heathens no curiaſtty, no love of truth; no de- 
fire of knowledge in points of the higheſt mnportakee? 
Yes ; they poſſeſſed thoſe principles in a very great diꝶree 


The Superſtition and Idolatry of the popular :vtligions, 
had long been contemned by all the wite  affi; virmous 
among them, Who were perpetually ſeutthing after more 


perfect and excellent rule. Theſe ſearches: gave birth 0 
various ſects of Philoſophy; ſome ef which! nazindained 


the exiſtence, the unity, and providence of God the im · 


mortality of the foul, Gr. Others alfo''taught''the dards 
doctrines, but as probable onely, not certain: while i ſame 
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in; ſuch a manner, as carried with it a demonſtration. of 
it's reality, muſt have been, of all ſpectacles, the moſt de- 
ſirable to a ſober and inquiſitive Heathen; as it would 
have ſettled all their diſputes, and corrected their philoſo- 
phy at once; and convinced them all, not onely of the 
certainty of a reſurrection; but of that very fott, which 
all philoſophy had ever held to be * _ . 
* * Body. odo! e 

Mr. Millar, in his Hiſtory of the e of cri fin- 
iy, a Work particularly recommended to his readers by 
* Church,” obſerves, © that by the good. providence of God, 
«6; phitoſophy began to flouriſh among the Heathens, a little 
«before: the coming of Chriſt, which was of great uſe 

ta reſine the minds of men, and render them capable of 

1 receiving the celeſtial and ſublime truths of the Goſ- 
«/pel-{r};” : But theſe narrow minded Anſwerers, whoſe 
thoughts never reach farther, than the contrivance of an 
expedient,” how to clear themſelves of a preſent difficulty, 
inſiſt; that an Heathen, tho' he had been an eye-witneſs 
of ſo ſtriking a fact, and intirely convinced of it's truth, 
yet, in ſpite of all conviction, would have been inſenſible 
of the force of it, and, incited onely, to perſecute and de- 
ſtroy the particular actors in it. Nay, their whole repre- 
ſentation of the matter tends to perſuade us, that if the 
Heathens had been invited to ſee. che Miracle performed in 
their preſence, they would have knocked the man down, 

(1] Millar's Hiſt. p. 1. . 
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:as Toon as he began to riſe; n 
his grave, before he was got out of it. f 
Such nonſenſe as this, which they would been us 
2 for argument, can hardly fail of perſuading every 
intelligent reader, that à claim of Miracles, which wants 
tuch a defence, muſt neceſſarily be fictitious: yet they pro- 
cede with great complacency, to confirm it by ſeveral cu- 
rious obſervations. We may obſerve in the next place, 
«ſays Dr. Church, that this Miracle differs from others in one 
« thing ; that there is no occaſion for it's being openly per- 
« formed. Becauſe Infidels, Who never had an opportunity of 
« ſeeing it, yet if they have ſufficient evidence of it, ought in 
« reaſon and conſcience to believe it. And ſufficient” evi- 
« dence of it's reality may eaſily be had, n no one 


« witneſs' was preſent at the working of it [1]. 


This obſervation indeed is new and purely his: own; 
never" hate, I dare ſay before, or thought of by any man, 
but is ſo contrary to all the notions, which Hiſtory and 
experience have taught us on this article, that I cannot 
help wondering, whence it could come into this Docter's 
head, or what facts and inſtances he can have to ground it 


upon. If the end of all Miracles be to create faith and 


conviction : and if when performed before our eyes, they 
impart a ſtronger conviction, thian an hundred witneſſes 
can give, who had not ſeen them, it cannot be the pecu- 


har difference of the greateſt of all Miracles, that nd 


(1}-Ch; p. 187. If: 
be 
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de vepgrted oneby; novifeen's and that, in-idiſfintion "a 
all other Miracles, !!i6-ſhvald* require our belief, upon the 
teſtimony even of thoſe, ho themſelves had nat ſten it 
for ſureiy, the more uncommon and ſurpriaing tho nature 
of any miracle may be, * always want wes 
opehly perform. hi 
In the hiſtory of the Cheb w An the diele of. this 
kind; which were wrought by our Lord, to have been pen- 
ſormed by him, in broad day Nght and the midſt of erouds. 
Thus in che City of Nin, the widow's ſon was raiſed from 
the bier, as they! were carrying him to his grave, iu che 
Ml of much peoples” 6 chat tht vumor'of it went” forth ubriugh | 
u Toda, and all the region" round about IE | The daughter 
% of \the Ran- was raiſed by him in fuch a manner, bur 
the fame of it i ſaid ta bau- gun aba into; ail the land 2]. 
And in rating Lasarut, qu Ii up: bit: cy, and hid; 
Ranke, I Ibn this, that thou 'hufti heardinne] A I 'inew, 
ar thou akoays bear me's bus brouuys of "the people, ut 
Nau d, I ſaid u, that” they' may! believe, ! that 'thou haſt: font 
Non which many of the Fews," ue bad tin the things, 
WARS bd} Believed vn bm B on Pont 2nffe no Pao 
©'"Whiat was it then; that eould! poſſibly/fuggeſt fo .crude 
an'obfervation to 6ur DoRter Why nothing; but the cha- 
raſter of this" very, primitive! Miracle, which we-arsiepns 
_ fidering'aF it ig Rated and deſeribed by Hates, | With: this | 
ee his Hbſteatibn perfoctiynallies': for this, we malt 
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for it, among the private and diſperſed Soeieties of: the 
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om, was of a kind, Which had no occaſion to be open- 
ly performed: the very report of it rendered it ſuſpected, 


and the preduction of it would have blaſted it. Fer as 


they themſelves allow, it was not deſigned for the pub. 
lic, nor the converſion of the Heathens; but to be per- 
formed onely in the dark, among a few of the faithful; 
on certain neceſſary occaſions; which are neither fpetified; 
nor diſcoverable to any man. All which is { palpably 
contradictory to the character and effects of this particu- 
lar Miracle, that it can hardly fail of convincing every 
reader, that the original claim of it was falſe ; and the in- 
ſtances of it, which are ſaid to have ſubſiſted among the 
Chriſtians, mere fictions, contrived by the crafty and po- 
litical, to feed the eredulity of the pious and the ſimple. 


But in-what ever light we confider the acevunt ef this 


Miracle, as it is given and defended by Fenet by theſe 
Advocates, it will appear to be nothing elſe ber 4 rick⸗ 
eulons and contemptible tale. For ſinee the eonverſton 
of the Heathens, the moſt important” ef af ends, and 
to which aft other Miraeles were [chiefly applied, was 

not intended "by it, - what neceflary bern cole? there be 


Chriftiens, - wo e et weight enough, to engage u 
whole Chureh in a courſe of faſting and prayer for tke 
performance of it? The Chriſtians of His age, inſtead of bes 
ing fond of life, were Pnging to be diſſoleeck, and te 
1 wer hitting alter ar itrtertmiey of 
glory, 
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glory, and offering themſelves forwardly to Martyrdom, 


that they might obtain it a few, years the ſooner: they 
wanted no Miracle for the confirmation of their faith; 
the firmneſs of which was the grqund. of God's favour to 
them, and of their own fortitude, in ſuffering thoſe per- 
ſecutions, to which it expoſed them: they were perſuaded 
of the reſurrection of the body, and to pray therefore, to 

ſee; an inſtance; of it, would not have been an act of piety, 
but of leyity. - And to ſuppoſe, that a whole: Congregation 
ſhould. be induced to faſt and pray, that a departed friend, 
or parent, or huſband ſhould- be reſtored to life, to relieve 
the. preſent. grief, or gratify the fond affection of particular 
perſons or families, cannot be thought a n ne or 

an end worthy of the interpoſition of God. 

Then as to the perſons, who, were ſo raiſed; Folk 1 
not poſſibly receive any imaginable benefit from a favour ſo 
extraordinary: for after they had been delivered from all 
the troubles of this life, it mag denn m of 
back again into the midſt — — and when they were 
arrived at their journey's end, and within the reach of that 
bliſs, which. had been the object of all their hopes, and 
the end of all their wiſhes, to be thruſt back from it again 
at: the very moment of fruition, muft have been a diſap- 
pointment, of all others, the moſt grievous to a pious foul, 
And for this; ;what.amends- could they receive in being re- 
ſpredito.ſo;wretched.a life, ber muſt- have led from the 
Molg time 
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time of their reſurrection; ſculling perpetually, and hid- 
ing themſelves among a few friends, ſince if they happened 
to be diſcovered, they were 2 
us, of being deſtroyed by the Heathens. 
But aſter all theſe evaſive expedients and dale con- 
ceits: of theſe Doctors, it is not | poſſible, from the nature 
of the thing, that this Miracle could have been conceled; 
or that the perſons, who were raiſed, and lived many 
years after it, could liye undiſeovered by the Hesthens. In 
every place, where there was a ſociety of Chriſtians, he- 
ther in a City, Town, or village, the Heathens were by 
far the majority, and ſurrounded them on all ſides; ſo that 
a Chriſtian could not die, or be carried at leaſt to his graye, 
without being obſerved by ſome ar other of his Heathen 
neighbours, much: leſs could he be called again into life, 
without aſtoniſting all thoſe, who-had ever ſeen or known! 
him before, and whoſe aſtoniſhment would preſently have 
been communicated through the whole neighbourhood ; 
and as the fame miracle is affirmed to have been written 
indifferently in every place, where there was 8 neceſſary 
occaſion, and a number of Chriſtians, to faſt and pray 
for it, ſo the fame of it muſt needs have reached, 1 
as the Goſpel itſelf was then ſpread; | 

It is allowed however in the preſent caſe, that the Hea-! 
theris knew nothing at all of the matter, but conſtantly 
held the fact itſelf to be m.pofſible, which I have urged as 
GER W heard of it's. 

' . being 
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being performed, except in ſuch a manner, as carried with 
it a ſuſpicion of fraud and colluſion. But this prepoſeſſon, 
ſays Dr. Dodwell, was the very thing, which prevented their at- 
tending to it at all ; for they could not think, that they needed 
particular circumſtances to diſprove that, which they thought im- 
foſible in itſelf [1] : which, like all the reſt of his remarks on 
this article, has neither ſenſe nor force in it. For' let us 
ſuppoſe the claim of this ſame Miracle to be made by any 
Chriſtians in our own days; in which there is not a ſingle 
Proteſtant of any judgement, who is not as ſtrongly pre- 
poſſeſſed, as the Heathens antiently were, with a perſua- 
fion, that no mortal now living, nor any number of them, 
can poſlibly raiſe the dead. Yet if he was well informed, 
that it had been done by any particular congregation, and 
upon an invitation to ſee it done by the ſame, ſhould 
there receive a full conviction of it's reality, by ſeeing a 
perſon actually raiſed from the grave before his own eyes; 
he could not help adoring the power and majeſty of God, 
in a work of ſo wonderfull a nature, and revering at the 
ſame time the ſanctity of thoſe men and their prayers, by 
which God was moved to interpoſe, in ſo extraordinary a 
manner. And this the Heathens themſelves would certain- 
ly have done in the ſame caſe; a Miracle of this ſort of- 
fered to the conviction of their ſenſes, would have ſti- 
fled all their prejudices at once, how ſtrong ſoever they had 
been: for human nature was ever the ſame in all ages; 
* it was as impoſſihle, for men of judgement, to with- 
[1] Dod. p. 79. ſtand 
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ſtand the clear evidence of their ſenſes in antient times, as 
it is, for men of the ſame character, to reject it in the 
preſent. 

But I had offered o one objection to the reality of this mi- 
raculous gift, which, of itſelf, I take to be deciſive, and 

a ſure. proof, that the claim of it muſt have been falſe. 
The objection is this; that in the very ſame age, in 
« which Venæus declares this Miracle to be often per- 
formed, and that (perſons ſo raiſed had lived afterwards 
«among them many years; yet when Autolycus, an emi- 
« nent Heathen, challenged his friend Theophilus, Biſhop of 
cc Antioch, to ſhew him but one, who had been ſo raiſed 
e among the Chriſtians, with a promiſe of turning Chriſ- 
« tian upon it himſelf, Theophilus diſcovered. by his an- 
« ſwer, that he was not able to give him that fatisfac- 
« tion [1]”. Dr. Dodwell allows this objection to be plau- 
ſible, and the moſt to my purpoſe of any in my whole 
performance [2]. And in order to refute, or at leaſt to 
weaken it's force, recurs to his: uſual expedient of affirm- 
ing, that I have miſtaken the anſwer of Theopilus, given 4 
wrong turn to it, and miſrepreſented it in ſeveral points; to con- 
firm which, he gives us a tranſlation of the whole, cooked 
up to his own ſenſe in the following words. 

1 68 Farther, you deny the reſurrection. of the dead. Fox 

cc vou ſay, ſhew me even one raiſed from the dead, on 

e the ſight of which 1 will believe. But in the firſt place, 


(3) Free Ing, p. 73. Ia] Dod. p. 79. 
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„ what great thing is it, if you 46” belleve, what you 
e ſte yourſelf.” Farther, if 'you ean believe, that Her- 
« cules, that burned himſelf, does ſtill live; and that E 

« eulaſits, that was killed by lightnitig, was taifed again ; 
« can you tiſbelieve the things; which ate reported to you 
« by God himſelf? In Hie manner, if I ſhould ſhew you 
one raiſed from the dend and Nall thing, way 
«- would Giſbelieve, Gu. I.. 

From this paſſige, as it is here irdnitaecd, the Doctor 
attempts to new, that Aliycnrs demund was, not to ſee 
3 perſom, abs Bad boon HaIfed front the dur among the Chriſtians, 
bat to' ſes dhe ubtually d üpen the pot, and iti his 
prafince by Thaphild Hinklf; and tat the onely point, 
which he was Here peaking of was 10 genrral PoJubraBtion | 
of tht dad Whith be ar projet dim, but owned he would be- 
nnen, if bY duni for un Whtince of ir 2. An interpretation 
ny forett to the purpbfe, atld utterly inconfifterit with 
che roi fenſs of the words. For the firſt part of them, 

whiete chiefly rela te the point in queſtion, ſhout be 
rendered tu: But fa you deny, that the dead are now 
, f gh ay, Jets dee Dat ie; Yoo bas Been Hed 
Jon dba” d a. "Dy" men "Dim J wilt become 2 Believe, 

This is the ifputähie fene of the wortis, and &tatt- 
ty confurmatle to Ws repreſentstiatt, that 1 had given of 
ahem in Which we fe à | plaitt reference to a x report, 
olvich- Wüs cen etiftent ard ade an the Oliriftfans 


„ 20 FN * b Den 5.6. ” 
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of thoſe days, that there were ſeveral perſons actually Hyirig 
among them, who had been raiſed from the dead. This 
was the fact, which Autalycus could not believe, and on 
which therefore he required ſatisfaction from his friend 
Theophilus,” by ſeeing an inftance produced before him of 
any one Who had been ſo raifed : in which Theophilus; how 
defirous foever he might be, to gratify him, was not able 
to do it. Every ſchookbby- would. readily. tell us, that 
ngo dyelgioba III. denotes an actibm of the preſent time, 
cyepblryrm ane, that is paſt. Vet ouf Doctor to-ſuppott this 
paultry ſhift, of putting re generul ngſurroctium upon us, 
as the ſole point here referred to, has quite reverſed the 
matter; and of the two capital words; on which the forte 
of the whole ſentence” turns, has given a future ſenſe to 
that, uch indibates the preſent, and à preſent, to thut 
which [indicates the paſt; and to ſay the truth, lis whole 
tranſlation betrays either fuch a bigottry, as will not al- 
low any fenſs, in any words, which dues not tally with 
his own prepucices; or ſuch an ignorance of the Ortel, 
as is incapable of diſcovering what their ſenſe reathy is. 
But what fatprizes me the more in this tratullatibay is, 
that it flatly contradicts his Father's expoſition of it, from 
which; us being the {ame with my own, I hoped to have 
gained ſome line authority with him in an argument, 


Ti] Out Letd uſes the fame form of enpreſfioh, if, his anſwef to, tie, meb- 
lage ſent to him by John the Baptiſt, where among the other proofs of bis 
Mefftab(hip de as vatga Gatgetlay, the dhad of Filfed up, "Miter, xl. . 

963 | which 
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which he owns to be plauſible. - In other inſtances, we 

have found him ſtiffly adhering to the interpretations of. 

» his Father, and ſtrenuouſly defending them, tho manifeſt- 

ly erroneous ; which I could not help imputing to his pie- 

ty, and zealous regard for the reputation of a learned and 

worthy. parent. But what ſhall we ſay to him now, when 

we find him rejecting his Father's ſenſe, and declaring it 

ought to have embraced, if it had come from an adverſary 

ry. His Father perfectiy knew, that. the. participle, zy edles 

_ equld not poſſibly mean any thing elſe, in it's proper and 

grammatical ſenſe, but a perſon, ho had already bern raiſed 

from the dead: but the ſon affirms it to ſignify one, who 

was about to be raiſed, or in the act of riſing, which 

ſhews,: that he had nothing of that filial tenderneſs, with 

which I had imagined; him to have been indued, but the 

true ſpirit of a controverſial zealot, whom neither the au- 

thority of Grammar, nor of à Father, nor of truth it- 

ſelf can move, whenever 1 * the Wy 1 * 
bad zindeetaken. to defend. © IONS 

But that Autohcus's mand wholly nn o. A — 4 

— bad been actually raiſed, . is proved beyond all doubt 

-by-iTheqphiles's anſwer to it, as it ſtands here tranſlated, 

even by the Doctor himſelf :- 5er if I ſhould ſhew, you one, 

fays he, raiſed from the dead, and ſtill living, even this you 

would  tſbelieve : which directly correſponds with that ſenſe 

"of it, and cannot poſſibly. do ©. wh any other, As to 

1 the 
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the character of Autolycus, we know nothing more of it, 
than what may be collected from the writings of Theophi- 
lus, who addreſſed three books to him, containing an Apo- 
logy for the Chriſtian religion, drawn with a particular 
view of ſatisfying Autalycuss ſcruples, and making him 
alſo a convert, as Theophilus himſelf was. From his fa- 
miliarity and friendſhip with this eminent Biſhop, we may 
juſtly infer, that he was of a candid, reaſonable, and in- 
quiſitive diſpoſition; a contemner of the Idolatry and Su- 
perſtition of the public religion, and deſirous to embrace a 
more rational worſhip if he could any where find it. In 
theſe circumſtances Chriſtianity was propoſed to him, to 
which he ſeems to have been inclined, but the miraculous 
pretenſions of the Chriſtians appear to have ſhocked him, 
and infuſed certain ſcruples, which were firſt to be remov- 
ed. He could not believe, that they had the power, of 
which they boaſted, of raifing the dead; or that there were any 


_ perſons then living among them, who had been ſo raiſed : this 


was the point, in which he required to be ſatisfied; and if 
Theophilus would ſhew him an inſtance of any ſuch per- 
ſon, ſo as to convince him of the reality of the fact, he 
promiſed to turn Chriſtian upon it [1]. 


[1] Dr. Dodwell, with his uſual obſtinacy, flatly denies, that Autalyeus makes 
ory fuch promiſe in the paſſage above recited ; yet the words themſelves are ex- 
preſs, ve dd wr, and cannot poſſibly be interpreted to any other ſenſe : 
and we find the fame verb a15w/u, continually applied in the New Teſtament, 
in the ſame manner, to denote a man's becoming a believer, not of this or that. 
particular point, but of the whole faith of Chriſt. Mark xv. 32. oper 


@1F1Vowpry, Matt, xxvii. 42. John i IX. 38. ö ien, vii, &c. 


3 The 
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The demand was: certainly reaſonable, and ſuitable to 
the ghazaRter of a diferect, and/fober inquirer. And if the 
claim of this Miracle had been true, as it is affirmed by 
Ienoous ; it could not have been difficult to have produ- 


ced one; nor could there have been an occaſion more 


wortky of it, than che converſion of an iiluſtrious and vir- 
tuous Heathen, who ſought | ant offered to become a be- 
never on that very condition. Nor can we imagine, but 
that Thwph;tue, who was taking fo) much pains to convert 
kin, and addreſſed three books to him with that very view, 
would not have been glad to have gratified him in this 
requeR;"if it had been in his power, and Io prœcured his 
converſion” at once. For it is very remarkable, that 7 

pbilis does not excuſe himſelf from giving the ſatisfaction, 
whith was deſired by alledging, what theſe modern Ad- 
—— = has heads to ſuppoſe, that the — 
een — dene; nor does he e eee 
in che production : of an inſtance, on account of their 
being all diſperſed and removed to any diſtant. countries; 
and much leſs, would he have ſaid, what our ingenious 
Doctors have contrived to ſay on this occaſion, that the 
produdtion of fuch a perſon, would have expoſed him onely 
to. perſecution, or to have been knocked on the head upon the pot: 
but he inſiſts onely, that if he ſhould produce one, Auraly- 
| rut Would: not ſtill believe it. Which thews; that all their 
pretended inſtances of this great. Miracle were gf a kind, 
git? 2 a that 


* 
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that could not ſtand the teſt of à fair examination; nor 


thought this anſwer of Tbeopbilus a proof, not onely:that 
e this Miracle had then ceaſed, or at leaſt, was no longet 
«© common; but alſo, that thoſe, ho had been .raifed, 
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give any ſatisfactory proof of their reality, to à candid 
and impartial inquirer. And this opinion will be the more 


clearly confirmed to us, by conſidering the ſhuffling, futile, 


and inconſiſtent account, Which thels Doctor have given 
of the conduct of Theopbiluus. bn epi 

Dr. Dodell, who by a oder ele nn that 
por are demand was, to ſee the: Miracle of raiſing the 
dead, performed before his eyes by Theophilus himfelf}. tells 


us; „that to aſk, why ſuch a power was not granted on 


te this occaſion, for the ſatisfaction of Autolycus, is enter- 
«« ing into the counſels of Providence, who might have 


good reaſons for not vouchſafing this method of convic- 
ce tion to him. That after the other evidence, which had 


« been offered to him, it might not be indeed proper to 


c. offer à Miracle for his conviction. But that af ſuch a 


« Miracle had been wrote in his preſence, he wouldÞhave 


found ſome way or other to evade it; would probably 
« have ſuggeſted, that there was a confederacꝭʒ between 


« them, or have imputed the recovery to the force of cart, 
cc or offered ſome ſuch evaſion, 8 
* always. ſuggeſt [l. a ob 221 
Dr. Ghurch obſerves, that Nr. Dodwell, the, Baden 


6 sx; Dod. p. 78 84. 
NAM 4 cc had, 
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*« had;:an-the- ſpace; of forty years, been dead again 
* Which ſuppeſſtions anſwer the difficulty, and are nei- 
ther of them diſproved by me. However, it muſt be 
«© owned, adds he, that Auolycua d demand was unreaſon- 
*< able; eſpecially, if the caſe be, as Mr. Daduells fon 
* has endeavoured. to ſhew, that Autalyruss demand was 
to ſee one raiſed from the dead in his fight, and not one, 
2 * whacked. been raiſed before: which would have been 

* little or no ſatisfaction to him. By this way of conſider- 
« «ing: the paſſage, the foundation of the objection is re- 
t moved. On the whole therefore, tho Thbeephrius did not 
e produce any inſtance of this Miracle, to gratify the 
* van humour, and idle curioſity of his Antagoniſt; 
_ * this cannot ſet Rs — 
© of Funeæut 17 

| Suck is their way. of-acfuting a pofitive fac, — 
wd Speis either wholly vain and fancifull, or 
grounded on their. own. blunders and ignorance of the ſub- 
jet, which they are treating. The fact however is 
inconteſtable. Authcur demanded to ſce a perſon, who 
had been raiſed. from the dead; could not be gratified in 
that demand, for which our Doctors think it a ſufficient 
apology, to ſay; © that. Providence might judge it im- 
proper, to give that conviction, to bis vain humour and 
< zdle curiefity ; that there was evidence enough of another 
« fort, which ought to have convinced him; and if 2 


„ | 
ad „* Mirack 


which we can fairly collect, either of the nature of the 
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© Mitade had been wrought for the purpoſe in üs pre- 


* fence, te was fuch an Bardhed Infidel, that it would have 
u made no impreflion upon him? Whereas the whole, 


man, or of his demarid, is; that he was 4 eandid in- 
quiter after truth, and ready to embrace it, where-ever it 
cotid be found; and chat his demand, inſtead of being 
the effect of any idle tramor or curiofity, was the reſult of 
a frrions and deliberate intentior;, to become à convert to 


Chriſtiafty, if he could be convinced onely of this fingle 


p6itit” char" there wers any perſons then living amimg the ch 
num, öbv had bern raifed from the d And the ſole in- 


feretice; which we can feaſonably draw from the inability 
of this Biſhop to give him that fatisfaction is; | that there 
were no fuch perſons then in being: and conſequently,” no 

fuch miraculous gift then fabſifting* in the Church, "how 
poſitively foever it may be atteſted by Fenæus. * Theophilus 
hved in the fame-age with him; and tho we ſhould fup- 
poſe him to have been ſornewhat younger, and to have 
lived ſonie years longer, yet if the Miracle itſelf had teaſed; 
after ĩt had been exerted” for ſome ſhort time, according to 
the teſtitory of Henin; or if the perſons, who had been 
raiſed” in the days of Vries, were all dead again before 
eyphilur wrote, it is certain; "that he would have men- 
fiohed" either the one, or the other to excuſe his Want of 
power to fatisfy his friend. But he had no ſuck excuſe” to 
make; and the conceits of this fort, to which our mo- 
tl L 2 dern 
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recurr, are but the vain expedients of 
men, laboring - to prop vp a lame cauſe, unable to ſup- 
port itſelf, by the help of · fictitious eircumſtances, of their 
„ bo ofthis oligo hit no 197 Yoder 
Beſides. all. theſe various improhabilities, which, appear 
upon. the very face of, this miraculous gift; I have ob- 
ſerved, that it ſtands upon the ſingle teſtimony of re- 
naus {1}, and is not mentioned or, referred to in any man- 
ner, by any of the ſucceeding, Fathers, through the. three 
firſt centuries : which, circumſtance alone ſeems to be ſuf- 
ficient to blaſt it's credit. For it is ſcarce. poſſible to con- 
ceive, if this gift had really ſubſiſted in \Jreneus's. days, 
and in ſo full a meaſure, as he affirms it to have done, 
that all the later writers, and the Apologiſts efpecially,, 
could have omitted the mention of it, or ſuffered the 
memory off a fact, fo, reputable to their cauſe, . to, have 
been loſt and buried in ;oblivion, when: they make it their 
buſineſs, to diſplay, in the ſtrongeſt terms, every other mi- 
raculous power, which they pretend to have been indulged 
to them from heaven F caſting aut Devils, curing . diſeaſes, 
prophetic trances, &c. This, I ſay might reaſonably. in- 
cline us to ſuſpect, that this attempt of ſome of the more 
crafty. Chriſtians, to aſſert and keep up a pretenſion to this 
primary Miracle, having been found vain and impractica- 
ble, and without any other effect, than of drawing the 
ne, and contempt upon them e 
10 ind of ee ain bus; Sam 
* | wen, 


2 
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fables [3], 1 ſhall employ a few words rhereforr tg glear 
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thens, they prudentiy-choſs to amn Wet 8e. the 
future in utter ſilence. 10 Mön 9 no qui. 

1 mb eee 0 — times allo, 
aden the days of the Apoſtles, there is no intimation of 
the ſubſiſtence of this Miracle in the Church, ercept in a 
ſingle inſtance, found in the writings of Paptas, which 
Euſebius, who lightly touches it, ſeems to rank anong the 
other fabulous flories, recorded by that weak man [1]. © But here 
my Anſwerers flatly contradict me ;;.**. Eu/ebius,;ſays.: Dr. 
0 Church,. cites Papias: as ſaying, that this Miracle had: been 
40 done in his time. Neither can I, diſcern the leaſt, doubt 
4 or diſtruſt in the Hiſtorian, - tho this Gentleman is 

©. pleaſed'to ſay, be ſeems to rank it among the otber fabulous 


- « ſtories, . delivered by that weak man, And however; weak 


Papias was, he may be a good. witneſs of ſuch a fact: 
„no wiſdom was here required Ia]. Another of thera 
ſays, it is plain, that Euſebius was not diffident, about, the Mi- 
racle of _ raifing the dead, related by Papias, nor ranks it among 


up. the ſtate of this fact. 10 85} 041 4310s 
n in the chances of his Miſery here. teferred. to, 
ſets forth- the particular character of Popias, and his, writ; 
ings, of whom he ſays; that he was a diligent. collec- 
« tor of unwritten traditions, which, he gathered chiefly 
4 « from thoſe Elders, who. had converſed with the Apa: 


«. tes ; eſpecially from Jobn, the. Preſeyter, . and Aryſtion : 


[1] . 72. Ch. p. 8g, bal p. 4 
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4 — authority of —— a ſto- 
ry reported to him dy the «davghters of Phrns, if 4 
dad perfor, tho bau bven vaifed ts Ie and anvthet ſtory, 
ef Nl, furnamed Banſadus, Who Rappenec Ho drink 3 
eup of deadhy poyſon, yet by 'the grive of God reeti ved 
no arm from it. Aſter which, he goes on to teh ub, 
„ hom Papias, from the fame ſburce of unweritten that. 
tion, had rerorded ſome ſtrange parables and d68rines 
< of bur Lord; and feveral other /abirlout fauler. 
« that; of & curporrul and fenſuel mille, in which Ohrilt 
vas to reign with the Saints upon this earth, for 4 chou- 
<famd years after the genera} refurtection: which he af. 
« tribes" the miſtake and blunder Bf Papine, wh: groſ- 
< by ani litteralty interpreted; what che Apoſtles Had de- 
— a eee, For 'Pupins,"Fays 
ade, 5 ur in evident Rm 

— e the yreateſt- part ef the Bocleſiaſtical 
en ur Fathers, who fucceded him, were led by kis 
authority into the ſame opinion; on accotmt "of che age 
R man, as Fenn in particular, as well a8 t 
, other" writer;” who afferts the ike G6Arites I TD 
No from this account let any unprejudiced/ man judge; 
whether Eajobins can be thought to have laid any fort of 
ſtreſd or an hearfiyflory; as it ws recorded by 
W s han bern sd From 


is. by the 


Sud witneſs of it, is abſurd, n 


Irre 


and vain man, who believed and reported things upon common 
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rank, with all the other range parables and tal, which. he 
mentions: to have been delivered by the ſame weak man, 
and expraſly declares to be fabulous, pol roge ; this at leaft 
is certain, and ſufficient for. my purpoſe; that after the 
character here given, of the Tittle underflanding, amd great 
credulity of Papias, no man of - judgement” will think his 
teſtimony of any weight in the preſent caſe; or venture 
to affirm, as Dr. Church has done, that bow weak foever be 
might be, be may ftill be @ good witheſs of ſuch a: fact. For all 
that can be allowed to ſuch a character is, that he may be 
a very goad believer of . an-bear/ay-ftory 5 but to call him a 


mon ſenſe and experience of mankind. i” - 

But baer 1 düimis this inſtance of Papi; I hall Juſ 
remind the Doctor orice more, of vchat the learned Mr. 
credit of his teſtimony, in a fimilar caſe of a queſtionable 
fact. Tho many of the Antients, fays he; have given 
*« ſome ground for this. ſtory, yet it flows originally-onely 
<« from Papias, called Biſhop of Hierapoliis, as cited by EA. 
« febius, for Papias's books are loſt. But if they were ex- 
« tant; according to the ſame - Euſchius, the Author of 
«. them was but a perſon of @ mean charatter ; a rude femple- 


« tradition, even things, that were fung, "her to fables 


« than truths. He was a millenary, and introduced fabulous 


3 flories 


* 
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« fries into tbe — tg as 
«1  himirdicked up [1]. Morey N ho oft le ter . 

Thus we fee, how the Aena pe dane betwvem 
| theſe two Authors, Mr. Millar, and Dr. Church; men of 
the ſame principles; of the ſame reverence for the primi- 
tive Fathers; and writers after each other's on heart. 
Mr. Millar, being led by his argument, to combat the re- 
ality of a fact, which was ſupported chiefly by the teſti- 
the man, as it is repreſented by Euſebius, and ſhews him, 


to have been utterly void both of judgement and veracity, 


and unworthy therefore of any credit. Dr. Church, on the 


other hand, being engaged to defend a ſyſtem, where the 


teſtimony of Papias is of ſome little uſe to him, reſolves 


— 


at all adventures to hold up his character, and how many 


lies ſdever may have been told, and fables invented by 


him, afſirms him to be a good witneſs, even of a fact, 
which, of all others, is in me, che n 
priaing and incredible. 

But to return to — which we . * ex- 
aminingk- it not onely ſtands, as we have ſhewn, upon the 
ſingle teſtimony of Tenæus, but I have ſhewn alſo, that 
this- ſingle witneſs was of a character, on which we can- 


not reaſonably depend for the truth of a report ſo ex- 


traordinary. I have ſnewn him to of be fo credulous, ſuper- 
* exchuliaſtical a turn of mind; as . dif: 


1 9 


\ en £1] Millar, p. 280. 241 


"a 
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poſe him to embrace and aſſert, any fabulous tale, which 
r he. thought, in any manner, to advance the 
credit of the Goſpel, or 10. confuts an Heretic. That he 
has affirmed ſeveral facts, doctrines and traditions, 
as delivered. down. to him directly from the Apoſtles, 
which are allowed ven by his advocates, to be abſglute- 
ly, falſe, and, groundleſs; all which I thave confirmed by 
ſuch clear and, undeniable inſtances, as would utterly blaſt 
the credit, of the maſt eſteemed and: eminent writer, now 
living Ia ſhort, I: haue ſheuwm him to be a ſecond Pa- 
pias, whole ſcholar he asg and by whom, as Euſelius tells 


us, he was, impoſed ufony; and drawn. ig believe, and teach tigt 


ſpurigus: dactrines and traditioni, with which, his writings 
abound, and which, his authority continued to impoſe like- 
wiſe. upon the Fathers, who, ſucceded him. nne 

To theſe exceptions urgecd by ait the credibility 


ol his teſtimony, our Champions, have, not attempted to 
give Any particular anſwer: but ſince his authority muſt 


ab ante, they affirm dull with one yoice, ,that bis ifi many 
i ; fuperipr te all enceptimn z, and they day it down as an in- 
Aicha maxim; hat... the palit us evidence of a: witneſs, fo 
pigus and. fo fincerely deveted to tie Clriſtian cauſi. muſt neceſ- 
farily,demard our belief in all Caſes, » bow (extraordinary or in- 
6xedible gener they may. be in;their cum mature; This 1s the 


general anſwer which they give to all Sbjections of this 
2A 'F M king; 
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tence of Their attempts to confate my argument is a flrong 
confirmation of dhe brett ef it. Waile they defend 


to be Ae; and white they affine to themſelves the title 


+ 
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Ed and on dib mukim, ub e rAvsgünt us I is, Ge te- 
dit o Heir cauſe nd veaſcmiing i8 infipaly: grounded. 
Sf "Afi now T-eahhor help Hatteriug ml; "that cvery-fen- 
ſible and unpre rear Will de ef the ſume trind 
Win kat, with Yegard: ts the Gaim of this primary Mira 
cle, ug it is ſet forth" by the teſtimony of Fendt. For if a 
mrict and impartial examination eat qualify me to form a 
proper qudgemert of der er if 1 have any ability to dif- 
titiguilhi between krue und falſe ! probable and ĩimprebable; 
I rhay ſafely pronounce; that chere is not à graitr of trum 
in it, nor a ſingle circumſtande belonging tö it, which a 
free Inquirer; or a Free Hnfwerer,” if "his was fincere, Could 
= think probable: /- As ce my Antagoriifts,” the impo- 


thele' Miracles to be trüe, their very defences prove them 


of Frte Anferrers, their anſwers Lew then to be Haves o 
Femme, and HA for the perpetal deferce of received 
and eſtabliſhed opinions, whether true br falſe. Laſtly, 
fince this is 4 point; on Which, as Br. Dane! kas obſerved, 
great fireſe ongbr 10 b. A I here" freely tale the whole 
merit and ereilit of my werk upoti it; and if this Miracle 
ut laſt Would de adjudged ue be tie, HII (tn gre 
my adverſaries, and own myſelf unäkte, to prove any" of 
— e be. o ig Non doaidy 1998 1812152 
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The Gift, of tongues alſo, as) vll as that of rajfing;;the. 
dead, ſtands upon tho lingle- teſtimony. of Trenæus, with 
out the / leaſt notice or mention of it in any ſucceding vri- 
ter through, the three firſt centuries. I have offered fever 
ral; abisktions to che reality of it, ſufßcient to expoſe! the 
| of chat clam which is made of it by Irengus, 
ſhall now, cotahder,, what, my Anſwerers have offered 
towards the confatation of theſe objeftians.. '; I,cannot 


| help obſerving however m che Gt place, how ignorant 


they were of the davu¹e of this. particular gift, till they 
had arquired ſame: little inſight into it, from the (peruſal 
of my work. Before the publication af my Free: Agar y, 
the Anſwerers of my Intzedactory Diſedunſe, AH it to 
| have, been abſpluteiy rleveſſary t the prapagation of the 
Goſpel, and without which no ſueceſe ud be axpetted-3 
and urge that neceſſug as a ſure proaf Gf it s tcontinuancs 
after che days of the Apoſtles, and conſeguently,. sn con- 
futatiam of my general argument. And this indeed has 
were hen the univerſal danſe of all Nivines, - without ex- 
ception, from our Arehbiſnops down: to aur, Viears,: as oft 
as they bad occaſion. to touch- upar this ſfubject in their 
dermons ſor ther Diſcourſes, of which Leould produce ma- 
ny inſtances, hut aich rene 7 the 
preſerit. vw 7 ror Mflaup W boden Dy 
Hf, The late; Biſkopi Burnet, — Rowidh mit 
| ons of theſe, later ages, among the remote and berba- 
rous nations, oy; t jv: er. 3 
r er cf d e e allen {3} „ on 
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8 A VINDIcAT ION of 
«. on God, and his attributes and works: or to think of 
« another ſtate, and the way, that leads to it; that till 
„God furniſhes out a+ new miſſion of Apoſtles, with 2 

« meaſure of thoſe extraordinary gifts, which were pour- 

4 ed out on the great Pentecoſt, it is not eaſy to imagine 
% how the converſion of the Heathen nations ſhould be 

te Cw And ſince the chief grounds on vchich we 
| the Chriſtian religion, are taken from the prophe- 
* Mons the Old Teſtament, and their accompliſhment in 
« the New to the Barbarians, who know nothing of this, 

% and have no way of informing themſelves concerning it, 
« all chis proof can ſignify nothing. 80 that in order to 
te the convincing their ndings! Ido not ſee, how 

« xe ſhould expect, that they ſhould yield eaſily, unleſs there 
tel were a new power of working Miracles, conferred on 

« thoſe,” 'who labour in it: for what noiſe ſoever their 
« Miſſionaries make, with their Miracles in thoſe remote 
« parts; it is plain, chat cheſe are all impoſtures: for the 
moſt neceſſary of all Miracles for the converſton of 
« ſtrange nations being the Gift - of tongues, with which the 
te « Apoſtles were furniſhed at firſt; and ſince they are all 

e foroed to acknowledge, that this is wanting to them, we 
have all poſſible reaſon to conclude, that God would 
| not change his method, or qualify men to work won 

«, ders, and not give them that, which! is both the moſt 
« ſenſible and moſt uſefull of all others, towards that end, 


«| for which he authoriſes'them'[1].” - 
5 * U nen 13, 14, 15. 
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This, I ſay,” was the eſtabliſhed notion and character of 
chis particular gif? of Tongues, among all our Divines till the 
publication of the Frer Inquiry, But fince this has taught 
them, that, how neceſfary ſoever this Gift might be, it was 
either not continued to the Church after the Days of the 
Apoſtles, or withdrawn at leaſt within a generation or two 
after; we now find our Doctors in a quite different tone, 
from all who wrote before them; ard us if the nature of 
this Miracle had been wholly changed at once, treating it, 
as of much leſs uſe, than any other Miracle, and aſſigning 
that, as the very reaſon, "why it was one of the firſt, which 
God thought fit to recall. It night be ſerviceable, - ſays 
<<. Dr. Dodwell, in the propagation” of the Goſpel,” yet was 
the leaſt convincing of any to gainſayers --- and could be 
«© no proof antecedently to the unconverted. As ſoon as this 
©, aſe of it ceaſed, or was attainable by human means, the 
c ſupernatural gift itſelf ceaſed alſo, and therefore ceafed 


«the firſt of any [I. “ This gift; ſays Dr. Church; would 


« enable them to preach the Goſpel to people of different 
©. nations, but would not evince the authority of their miſſi- 
% on. If this be allowed, we ſhall ſoon diſcern the reaſon, 
<« why the gift of tongues might ceaſe before other Miracles. 
«© When once a ſufficient number of converts was made in 
te any country, and inſtructed in the nature of our religion, 
« theſe or atleaſt the principal part of them; were ordained, 
10 — — —_— 


| [I] Dod. p. 97. 
1 « no 
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C . dave 
noi reaſan to think, that God ward continue ſuch a Mic 
4 racle any longer than was neceſſary : whereas thee) very; 
«« perſons; might want and did want che aſſiſtance vi athet: 
« < Mixacles then, not oncly to confirra the, word, but to ſup-· 
<< port, theanſelves. and others, | who:; Werp eminent fullrers. 
Hr the truth La]. ) Dr. Dagwell had) given the very famie: 
— 
When the Apoſtles, ſays he, and others the firſt Martirb 
5 of Qiuitiapity;- qualified: with this endow ment, had ence. 
i propagated the Goſpalyand made converts in matiy .places,; 
< the natives of thoſe, places were Able to :carry on ie us 
« ſign, and;winhous Wy: Miracle, were; qualified. tech 
< their, oN. co the: (rrarallenguages-aihaetire 
<< they were, born Ca- l cf 0 Eu 2001 ort 
Thus we ſcenhow readily : 'thay cam dreſs up err Hypathes, 
6s, and: aN it preſentiy as an -allowed fa, to ſupport the 
opinion which they are defending. They ſuppoſe, hat hen 
the firſt, and gifted Preachers -of the Goſpel, hall made = 
number of; Converts in any bardarous equntry, they imme: 
diately left the whole, card and acltniniſtration of it, (to.thoſe 
barbarpus Convert, ho,, hy reaching the word to their 
oquntrymen in their on- native language, ſuperſedad al! 
fartheg uſe of the git ef tunguen R. mere imaginary cheme, 
without the laſt foundation in reaſon, hiſtory or experiente! 
The Jewiſh copyerts indeed, eee 


e 6-200 550 In] Dod. p. 91. 
ay :** m 
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in e the ati/principles/on which Chrifttanity i funded, 
might ſoon become maſters of the myſtery of "the ©olpel, 
ani{boaqalified te begeht it, as it Was opened and e, — 
te eu by def 6% ſeriptures But to converts bf 
havens nations and ſtrange languages, utterly — 
witli every principle, which bore any relation either to Ju- 
daiſm or Chriſtianity, the cafe was quite different, and to 
kequire a kompetent ktiowledge” of the Chriftian Koetritie 
mülſt have beem a work! of much time and great diculty 
ite he hardly attaitiable at all irt ar ape 
Hor envept to a very fer. It inefectible therefore," that 
any theſe Baitbariztis,though"converted' to à f 
het and profeſſion of "Faith in Chrift;fhould ever Have been 
intpuſted by the priciitive"planters'of the Gofpel, with the 

— of converting the Teſt of their c — 
by preaching it, and wininifteritg it facted rites td 
— Nay, experience hav evinced the contrary, and fie wn 
Mat eitktet no ſuck cuſtom had ever obtained, or that it was 
wholly frunlefs and ineffectual from the very begiming; 
knee in all the barbarons nations of the world, rio footftep 
las ever been diſcovered of any futrefſion of native Preachers, 
not any remains Indeed' of © Chriſtianity fitſelf, thought" is 
confidently affirmed to have been preached to thét all. 
Not kae Fever read Or heard, tat any fach mhethbd has 
erer been Prackiſed, or thoaght to be practicable, by the 
Miſlionavles of theſe modern ages, for how great ſoever their 
233 been found, Jet all the labotrers in it 
1 have 


— 


„y ang 0 enofigit o1092d-gooLb zag in 


art ang. derer ef Jeluitigal; policy;, the whole, which the - 


= Vanprcarion of 
ly been ſupplied from time to time from Chri- 


The firſt care of all modern Miſionaries, in qualifying 


themſelves for a due diſcharge of their miſſian, is hi great 


ſtudy and pains to acquire a competent {kill of the language 
of that cguntry, to which. they are, deſtined,, far a withqut | 
this, all their labors,, they. know, would; be vain and &uit- 
leſs. , Francis Xavier,, called the,dpoftle of the. Indio: a8. 


s have.elfeyhere obſerved, complains, ig cue of his letteppa that 


he ta be nathing hetter than a mute ſtatue 


daumeng che barbarians, Flüche had. earn, che rudiments. f 
their tongue. This previous uſe of the language. ,d 
- GE — K—V2 
gf tongnes, in the primitiye. Miſliogarigs4- arts and 
ſciences with-whigh, they are commonly yell furgiſhed, ſup- 


plies; the place of acles : For in barharqus nations, 
whatever, ,excedes, chat: degree f Powerror: ſkill in man, 
which they had eyes. ſpen.,exertcd, heforg, it will have: the 
ſame effect; as a mitgeulgus gift, .imexciting admiration, and 
. to · the perſans who perform. it..; Net, with all 
5 endowments, . Managed with the utmoſt 


Romiſh. Miſſions, have been, able. to effect in China, where 
they have. long had: a fort. of eſtabliſhment, under che ro- 
tection; ent gf the Curt ,ixfelk, is em- 
pound. the-wuatter.as ———— by 


eee det are able err iber 


red 


primitive ages, that it continued in it's full force through 


all the ſucceding ages, and appears to be as much wanted 
at this day, as it was in the very earlieſt days, as at 1s 
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and bumoring the genius of the country, ſo as to admit 
their Confucius — of m 


himſel. vin 
* — — puns of ee 1 in 


which the giñt tongust, according to the opinion of all 
Divines, has ever been held the moſt neceſſary of all others 


to the propagation of the Goſpel. And this ſame neceſ- 


fity of it was ſo far from having been ſuperſeded in thoſe 


confirmed and declared by the experience of all Miffiona- 
ries. - It is ſurprizing then, that theſe two Miracles of 


raiſing the dead and of Tongues, ſo uſefull and impar- 


tant to the cauſe of the Goſpel, ſhould; vaniſh of a ſudden 
and ceaſe” together ſo. early in the Chriſtian Church: and 
becauſe it was no longer of any uſe; how will they ac- 
esunt for the ceſſation of the other, which as themſelves own, 


continued ſtill to be uſefull and even neceſſary for thoſe 


new converts among the Barburian whom they talk of, 


and to whom the preaching of the Goſpe} was committed, | 


tho they had no occaſion for the gift of tongues; yet 


wanted, as they tell us, the aſſiſtance of other Miracles 
en many accounts? And none futely could be more 


— than that of a the dead. On the 
etc N i whole 


| 
' 
j 
| 
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whole then. After all the real difficulties, which are found 
on the one ſide, and all the evaſive ſhifts, which are of- 
fered on the other, what can we reaſonably think or ſay 
of theſe two Miracles, which are ſuppoſed to have been 
withdrawn, as ſoon almoſt as they were clamed, but 
what I have already intimated of one of them, that the7 
never ſubſiſted at all after the days of the Apoſtles, but 
having been raſhly clamed by Lrenæus, or impoſed upon 
him by others of more craft, yet found upon trial, too 
difficult to be maintained, were preſently laid aſide, __ 
ſuffered to expire with their Author): 
But I have offered one particular objection to the e 
of this-gift of Tongues, which-I take to be of the great- 
eſt weight, as it is expreſſed by me in the following 
words; It is very remarkable, that this primitive Biſhop, 
© ho aſcribes it ſo liberally to others, appears to have 
ee been in great want of it himſelf, for the propagation of 
<<, the Goſpel in his on Dioceſe among the Ceitæ or Gault; 
<«<, where; as Dr. Caue interprets his words, It was not the 
«« leaſt hart f bit trouble, that be wat forced to learn the 
&« langunge of the country, a rude 3 — 
eee eee Gele 
To this Dr. Daduell anſwers, « that I 1 mention this ob- 
« jection in ſuch a manner, as betrays a conſciouſneſs, on 
my part, that Dr. Cave had here made a miſtake, and 
« ſaid more for Irenzus, than ever he had faid for him- 


[1] Free Inq. p. 120. | 
ao c«c ſelf ; 
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4 alf; jet becauſe it ſounded for my purpoſe, I could not 
+, paſs, it over [A-. And in the next page he adds; 
« Dr. Middleton did not chuſe to take this interpretation 
<« upon himſelf, but leaves it upon Dr. Cave, and we muſt 
e place it among the few over/ights of that excellent wri- 
center. But if this be à groſs miſtate, and nothing to his 
«« purpoſe, he makes an obſervation of his own, on this 
head, which he thinks important.” --- Dr. Church an- 
fers alſo in the ſame ſtrain, and ſays; ** Our Author aſ- 
<« -ſerts, that Tenæus wanted this Miracle himſelf for the 
« propagation of the Goſpel among the Gauls --- and Dr. 

e Cave indeed ſays, that this is plainly intimated. by Fe- 
e neui, that he was forced to learn the language of the 
. country --- but Jreneus's words expreſs onely, that he 
< da for the moſt part employed in a barbarous language [2].” * 
For my own part, fince my interpretations, how right 
and clear ſoever, are ſure to be ſuſpected and contradicted 
by all writers of the ſame ' zeal and genius with theſe 
Doctors, ſo I have always been glad, as oft as I have 
found it in my power, to confirm them by the teſtimony 
of ſome more favored Author, whoſe learning they ad- 
mire, and whoſe principles and orthodoxy they reverence. 

This I have done in the preſent caſe, by ſheltering myſelf 
under the authority of Dr. Cave, a writer after their own 
hearts, and whoſe judgement is uſually deciſive with them 
in all caſes, and ought certainly to be ſo in this; where 


3 no no Ii] Dod. p. 88. [21 Ch. p. 262. 12 3 LAT 
vo N 2 53 44 
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it appears to be unqueſtiohdbly true. For in flat con- 
tradition to theſe Doctors, 1 here affirm, that 1 was fo 
far from bring conſcious of any miftahe' made by Doffor Cave, 
in his expaſition of Tauts words, that it then appear- 
ed, and ſtill appears to me, as certain and demonſtrable, 
that he has given n and the 
onely one indeed, which they will bear. 
This ſenſe however, tho' plain an css is rejected 
* our Doctors, it does not ſuit' with their ſcheme: and 


Doctor Dadwell, according to cuſtom, preſents us with the 
whole paſſage, and his own tranſlation of it, of which I 


ſhall here tranſcribe, 'as much” as' relates to our purpoſe. 


„But you will not expect from us, who refide ambng the 
2 Gauls, and are thiefly engaged in a"barbarons dialer, any 


« artificial compoſiti6h. of words, which we have hot 
learned; nor the force of an Orator, which we have 
« not aimed at, G. Now the words with which alone 


we are concerned, and on which the queſtion wholly turns, 


which Dr. Dodioelt Ras rendered, and are chieſy engage in 
4 barbarous diaet. A tranſlation flat and inſipid, and car- 


ming no-difſtin&t tent or idea,” ich « readet wil eafily 


Peroeive: yet the words themſelves have a force” in them, 


which: evidently declares their proper meaning, and which 


1 wanſſate thus ; you will not expetF from me, 20ho refide among 
the Celtz; and the great part of whoſe Terfure is Intively em- 
| floyed, upon a barbaraus — Cs o 
words, &c. Now 


/ 
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Now the fingle queſtion arifing | from this paſſage is, ir 1 
what way could Irenzeus's lifure th þ greatly occupied by this 
barbarou dialet#? to which Dr. Dodwell makes no other An- 
{wer but this, Tf any man can find out in theſe words, 
« that Irenæus was put to difficulties in learning the language of 


| 1 the Gauls, he will diſcover, what I cannot perceive is al- 


<« luded to. The words have no reference at all to that 
« queſtiqn ; and if we were to draw inferences from them, 


« I think they would rather incline to the contraty Til, 


Dr. Church is ſomewhat more explicit, and tells us,” that 


«hs r may full as well be underſtood to have been 


« taken up in u/iap, and ſpeaking, and writing a barbarots Ein. 
* guage, as in learning it. Nay the former, ſays he, is a 
better excuſe, and more to his purpoſe, than the other 
« would have been, as continually converſing in a rough 


- and unpoliſhed language, Is more apt to ſpoil * the ile, 
than the learning it [z].“ 


But nothing furely can be more weak and frivolous, than 


this account of the matter. To imagine, that Tenæui a 
leiſure was taken up by writing this barbarous Aale, i is quite 
ridiculous, for what can we ſuppoſe | Him to have written i in 

it? Our Doctors perhaps 
they find a taſk of ſome trouble to themſelves? "but theſe 


would tell v us, bis Sermons; which 


eatiy Freachers had no ſuch cuſtom: were no ſlaves to the 
labor either of writing, or even compoſing them : they de- 


- bered wich all fimplicity, what they cotieeived: | upon the ſpot, 


[+] Dad. p. 89. [2] Ch. p.262. 
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and poured ont: thoſe leſſons of piety and Chriſtianity, which 
they themſelves. 8 and were deſirous to infuſe into 
the people. Beſides ; all the works, which Venæus eyer 
wrote for the public, and which remained after his death, 
are declared by all the Antients, to have been written in 

Greek : and the five books againſt Herefieg, his capital work, 
is ſtill extant in that language, which was-his'native tongue. 
So that his leiſure could not be ſo much taken up by writing 
the Celtic dialect; and much leſs could the mere uſe of ſpeak» 
ing it, or of preaching i in it occaſionally to the people, en 

ols ſo large a ſhare of it, as to be the gccaſion of that dif- 
, and continual employment. to bias. of n 2 | 
ſeems to complain. ._ - . - 

But here, another queſion, "naturally; occurs, in abc 
the reader, by this time, may be impatient to be ſatisfied, 
that is, by ht means Irenæus could acquire the 'uſe of this bar- 
barous dialef#, which gave him ſo much trouble? On this head 
our Doctors are ,wholly ſilent: they do not chuſe to affirm 
directly, that it was infuſed i into him 35 inſpiration ; yet that; 
is the thing, which they propoſe to inſinuate; ſince they 
have not ſuggeſted the leaſt intimation of any other Way. 
But this notion of it's being the effect ꝙ che gift of tongues vi 
of inſpiration, is, abſolutely inconſiſtent with Fenæuss own. 
account of it. A dialect infuſed. by God could not — | 
bly create any difficulty to him, either 1 in learning, ſpeaking! 
or writing it, ſince the perfect uſe of! it would be commu- 
nicated at once, and it t would flow from bim as gy as 

288 8 . 
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lis native tongue: much leſs can we imagine, that it World 
debaſe the purity” of any other more valuable or uſefull 
language; of which he was previouſly poſſeſſed, fince that 
would be a real i injury to him, and while it inabled him to 
preach the Goſpel in one particular place, would render bim | 
leſs able to preach it with the ſame force in another. 

To ſumm up this argument therefore in a few words. 
Since Irenæus expreſsly declares, that the greateſt part- of 
his leifure was employed upon a barbarous dialect: and the 
word Zxo\upiver, which he here uſes, implies a leiſure par- 
ticularly. devoted to literary ſtudies ; and fince he intimates 
at the ſame time, that his continual attention to this diale& 
had diſqualified him in ſome degree from writing with any 
elegance in the Greek tongue, it is impoſſible, that he could 
be ſpeaking of any language inſpired into him, or of any 
thing elſe; but of the neceſſity, which he was under of learn- 
ing this rude dialect, to which he was an utter ſtranger, 
by his own pains and ſtudy : a taſk of much time and la- 
bor, and what would not onely create infinite trouble to 
him, before he could acquire a free uſe of it, but would na- 
turally corrupt his ſtile and manner of writing in any other 
language. And thus, after all the filly cavils and evaſive 
ſhifts of theſe anſwerers, Dr. Cave, we find, has given us the 
true interpretation of this paſſage, where he tells us, that it 
was not the leaſt part of Irenzus's trouble, that he was forced 
to learn the language of the Celtæ, a rude and barbarous dialect, 
before he could ds any god upon them [1]. 

[1] Cave, p. 120. I have 
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| '[ have dwelt the longer an. this article, becauſe all my 
antagoniſts inſiſt, that theſe yery Fathers, who atteſt the mi- 
raculous gifts of their ſeveral ages, were, above all other 
Chriſtians, the moſt eminently indued with them, tho' they 
themſelves make not the leaſt claim to them, but aſcribe 
them always, either / the Chriſtian people in general, or 10 
mean. and illiterate laymen, upmen and boys; For theſe Advo- 
cates of the miraculous. gifts are very ſenſible, that it would 
go a great way, towards. deſtroying the general claim of 
chem, if, while the loweſt, of the Chriſtians, are affirmed to 
have poſſeſſed them in a largę meaſurg, the Mertyre, Paperi, 
and: Biſhops of the Church ſhould appear to have been; in 
want of them, even for the neceſſary diſcharge of their pa- 
ſtoral functions; for which reaſon they attempt, as far as 
they are able, to invalidate; the credit of this fact, or to 
clude the force of it at leaſt, by ſeveral different expedients. 
Dr. Dodwell obſerves, how in a teſtimony, which I have 
cited from renews, it is faid, © that al. ; who were trug; P 
« cis of Chriſt, wrought Miracks in his nany ; in which cha- 
« rafter, Jreneus himſelf, and the reſt of the primitive writers 
<< before him muſt be included and that there was a plain 
« reaſon why they ſhould uſually lay the ſtreſs on the mean- 
«oſt people, as working them, not as excluding their ſu- 


| * leaſt capable of craft and fraud, muſt * 
. ꝗ 0 Gainſayers- then he adds what he calls the true rea- 
« * * the Primitiye F athers did not mention 1 
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« ſelves on this head, which really was, to avoid any oftitix. 
« tation, and to do the greater - honour to- Chriſtianity, 
« by ſhewing, that the meaneſt of the Chriſtian profeſſors 
„had the fame gifts, when they happened to have any 
*« conteſt with the Heathens [J.“ Dr. Church alſo, accord- 
ing to cuſtom, entertains us with the ſame ſtory, attd ſays; 
chat tho' ſome of theſe powers are repreſented as com- 
% mon to Chriſtians in general, yet we may eaſily appre- 
« hend, that they were more eminently vouchſafed to the 
« Paſtors and Governors of the Church, who were under 
the greateſt difficulty, and to whom the buſineſs of con- 
«« verting the Heathen world peculiarly belonged [2].” © And 
«« if God was pleaſed to communicate ſuch divine gifts at 
« that time to any perſons for the benefit of the Church, 

'« he would favor theſe principal perſons with them. Some 

e indeed are ſaid to have been imparted even to privateLaymen. 
But tis hard to think, while theſe poſſeſſed them, that 
the Biſhops and Martyrs of the Church ſhould be without 
« them, and that thoſe who fucceded the Apoſtles, in the 
« oreat work of propagating the Goſpel, did not alſo ſuc- 
c cede them in being favored with Miracles. And the rea- 
« ſon, as he imagines, why none of theſe venerable Saints 
made any pretenſion to them, either for themſelves or 
« the Apoſtolic Fathers before them, was the mere Effect of 
« their modeſty and humility, and 0 avoid: the very appear- 
< ance of vanity and oftentation 1 


III Dod. p, 47, 51. I21 Ch. p. 110, Iz] p. Ch. 116, 117. 
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hBnut from this ſingle paſſage, which I have been exatnin- 
ing, all this refined reaſoning is overturned at once; for it 
clearly informs us, that  rmeus, tho' he affirms this gift of 
tongues to have been common in his days, and that he bad 
beard many ſpeaking all kinds of languages in the Church, was 
himſelf? ſtill deſtitute of it, tho' the Biſhop and leader of 
them all, and obliged with great difficulty to learn the bur- 
'barous dialeff of the Celtzee, among whom he reſided, before 
he could do any good upon them, or was qualified to pro- 
pagate the Goſpel in his own Dioceſe. Our Doctors how- 
'ever, tho' they think it neceſſary at preſent to deny this 
fact; yet being aware, that they may be driven at laſt to 
own it as true, ſeem to be providing a ſort: of retreat be- 
forehand, by changing their tone, and reducing their an- 
| ſwers to a pitch more conformable to ſuch a conceſſion: for 
after all which they have been alledging, to prove theſe Fa- 
thers -to have been chiefly inſtructed with the Miraculous 
Powers of the Church, it is pleaſant to obſerve, with what 
eaſe and calmneſs, Dr. Church ſeems prepared to give it all 
up again: for ſpeaking to this very point of Irenæus's want 
of the giſt of tongues, he treats it as a thing of no importance, 
nor worthy of our inquiry, whether he wanted it or not: and 
if the whole difficulty were granted, and Jrenens allowed to 
have been deſtitute of it; it could not amount, he ſays, to an 
objeckion, nor overthrow his poſitive teſtimony, that fuch a power 
was really ſubſiſting in the Church, and indulged to many 
other perſons, wholly obſcure and unknown [1].” 
| [1] Ch. p. 263. | And 
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And now after an impartial review and compariſon of 


all, that has been alledged in this controverſy, on the one 


ſide or the other, I have laid before the reader the genuine 
ſtate of three miraculous gifts, the moſt important, and 
uſeful of any, which were clamed by the primitive Church. 
It will be needleſs therefore to trouble myſelf with the ex- 
amination of any more of them; ſince the reſt, as our 
Doctors themſelves will allow, muſt follow the fate of 
theſe three, and all of them ſtand or fall together; as 
being all built upon the ſame foundation, and ſupported 
by the ſame evidence. But in the article of healing the ſick, 
fince Dr. Dodwell ſeems to lay a ſingular ſtreſs on one par- 
ticular Miracle, and the clear atteſtation which is given to 
it by Tertullian, I ſhall juſt add a word or two, which may 


help to illuſtrate the true nature of it. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


| The greateſ part of the foregoing work was compoſed by Dy. 


MipDLETON, during his laſt ilneſs : He died before he could 
complete, and correct it, and add all the references, Ut is 
printed from the only copy, that was left, which is in the Au- 
ther's own hand writing, and may now be ſeen at the Bookſellers. 
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